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Open Space Task Force Report: Volumes I and II

Preface to the Second Edition

In 1988 the City of Pacifica published the first edition of the Open Space Task Force
Report: Volumes I and II. This publication was the result of a desire to inventory
and describe significant parcels of land for the purpose of long-range planning. By
the mid 1990's, the City Council requested a review of the process by which the 51
parcels were identified and included in the original report. Its use came into
question by private landowners, members of the public and later city councils. A
joint meeting of the Open Space Committee (0SC) and the City Council in 1995 resulted
in the directive to ".review.and advise it as needed with input from property
owners..to correct any factual errors in the parcel narratives."™

The goal of both editions remains the same: "This report is not intended to declare
the City's intent or interest to acquire any of these parcels or to override the
current land use regulations.. Every property owner has the right to economically
viable use of his or her property.."? Although the report is referenced in Pacifica's
General Plan and Zoning Ordinance, its value is to be used for informational purposes
only. Both volumes are intended to be informative, useful and helpful as an
informational digest to any reader whether property owner, developer, city official
or member of the general public. '

The primary revisions in Volume I occur in the Parcel Abstracts (pp. 27-33).
Similarly the Parcel Narratives and descriptions in Volume II have been changed,
modified or eliminated in order to update to current zoning and usage according to
the General Plan, as well as to include factual changes determined by 0SC review,
citizen and property owners' input. In most cases, references suggesting the
appropriateness of development or non-development were removed. The narrative

revisions within the new document should take precedence and supersede the original
OSTFR, Volumes I and II.

The process the 0SC went through executing the directive of the Pacifica City Council
took two and a half-years. The methods employed were as follows:

1. A letter from the 0SC to all 102 registered owners of property included in the
OSTFR was sent certified mail, return receipt requested. This letter stated the
0SC’s intention to revise the report and welcomed input from the property owners.

2. 0SC members attempted to place a telephone call to every property owner.

! Minutes of the May 17, 1991 Joint Council/Open Space Committee Meeting
2OSTFR Vol 1, p. 8




. Some property owners responded either by letter or telephone. Per their request,

a face to face meeting was arranged for nine property owners with an 0SC
subcommittee. Others expressed no dissatisfaction with the current report; some
had no interest or wished further contact the 0SC. The majority of property
owners did not respond.

. Property narrative revisions were prioritized based on property owner response

and scheduling requests. These narrative revisions were completed first.

. The president of a local landowners' organization, the Pacifica Land Alliance

(PLA), who was also a member of the OSC, sent a letter to all property owners
explaining the PLA's perspective on what the 0SC was doing and urging their
input.

. A second certified mailing from the OSC to all property owners was sent in

response to this letter.

. The remaining narratives were revised by 0SC subcommittees and 1ater.voted on by

the 0SC. Every property owner was informed in advance when 0SC subcommittee
revisions were to be discussed by the 0SC.

. Concerned owners and citizens made late bequests for input into the OSTFR. The

0SC placed these individuals on an 0SC agenda for their meeting.

. Four properties were removed from the report by a vote of 0SC as no longer

- significant.

10.

11.

A1l narrative revisions were prepared for presentation by staff and agendized to
an 0SC meeting for final review and vote. :

The final OSC submittal was sent to City Council for their review and vote,
complieting the process.

The new OSTFR includes this new preface, virtually all of the original Volumes I and
IT text and 49 revised Parcel Abstracts and Parcel Narrative.

The Open Space Comm1ttee s eleven members between 1995 and 1998 completed this
directive. The Pacifica City Council of 2000 approved the revised report.

i
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INTRODUCTION

This is the second volume of the two volume Open Space Task Force
Report. The first section of this volume, Parcel Narratives,

contains complete narratives for each of the 51 parcels shown on the

Proposed Open Space System Map. The Task Force visited each of the

parcels at least once. In general, the narratives provide basic

parcel information (i.e., size, zoning, location), discuss site

characteristics (i.e., flora, fauna, topography), identify important-
open space values (i.e., geotechnical or hydrological problems),

make recommendations for future use and development, and, in some

cases, specify appropriate preservation techniques.

The ‘narratives were written by individual Task Force members.
Although reviewed and approved by the Task Force, there was not
always unanimous agreement on the content of the narratives. The
narratives are intended to be a resource for long-range open space
planning in Pacifica. It is recognized that, where privately owned
parcels are discussed current land use regulations establish the
presently permitted intensity of development. The narratives are
not intended to declare the City’s intent or interest to acquire any
of these parcels or to override current land use regulations, nor
are they intended to establish development policies. Rather, the
narratives reflect issues of concern to Task Force members, and are
intended to serve as a long-range planning tool to guide any future
acquisition/preservation policy making which may occur. The -
narratives also provide an additional source of information for
anyone with an interest in the individual parcels. It is
acknowledged that every property owner has the right to economically
viable use of his or her property and the right to just compensation
where their property is taken for public use. These narratives
should be read and construed in harmony with those principles.

Each of the narratives is followed by a mapishowing the specific
parcel boundaries (based on Assessor’s Parcel Maps) and a map
showing the general vicinity of the parcel.

The next section contains discussions of three of the most
significant features of Pacifica’s environment: creeks, beaches and
headlands, and hillsides. Again, these essays were written by or
based on concepts of individual Task Force members. As with the
narratives, the primary purpose of these essays is as a source of"
information for anyone interested in the City’s environment.

1
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The third section features a discussion of Pacifica flora followed
by two lists of Pacifica birds. The former was written by Task
Force members and the latter were submitted to the Task Force by
interested citizens. This section is by no means an exhaustive
treatment of these subjects, but does suggest that Pacifica’s open
space supports a wide diversity of flora and fauna.

The final section 1ists references used in creating the Task Force
report, followed by suggestions for further reading by anyone
interested in exploring open space issues in greater detail.

PACIFICA OPEN SPACE TASK FORCE REPORT
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PARCEL NARRATIVES AND MAPS

PARCEL NUMBER: 1
NAME : THE NORTHERN COASTAL BLUFFS
LOCATION: Northern border adjacent to Daly City,'eastern border follows

Palmetto Avenue and Westline Drive. Western edge is sheer coastal bluffs extending
south to Dollar Radio property.

SIZE: 32 acres
ZONING/GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: P-D / Low Density Residential
A.P. NUMBER: 009-401-030, 009-401-070, 009-401-120, 009-401-130

The Northern Coastal Bluffs include the undeveloped high bluff-top dunes, steep
cliffs, and narrow stretch of beach north of the former Dollar Radio Station (100
Palmetto Avenue). The bluffs are composed of unconsolidated deposits, and sand dunes

cover the top Scrub vegetation characteristic of the North Coast helps stabilize the
dunes.

A 1972 study by the Army Corps of Engineers estimated the rate of erosion in this
area at one to three feet per year. The United States Geological Service has
identified this land as potentially seismically active. The geologic instability of
this area is a major concern, since the San Andreas Fault runs to sea immediately
north of this site at Mussel Rock. Poor surface drainage and wave undercutting have
added to the geotechnical problems causing deep ravines on the site. The site is
subject to steady rates of erosion as well avulsion. People using unregulated beach
access down the cliff face further exacerbate the erosion.

The entire bluff-top area, from the Daly City Tine south to the Dollar Radio Station,
is undeveloped. The unobstructed coastal views from this land are as spectacular as
from any spot in Pacifica. This area is also highly visible from Highway 1. This is
one of the few remaining areas of open rolling bluff-top dunes in Pacifica.

4
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Among the recommendations contained in the Local Coastal Plan is the advice to not
use this area for vertical access to the beach because of potential geotechnical
problems. The Local Coastal Plan also recommends that the major north-south coastal
trail be located on lands on the east side of Palmetto Avenue to minimize disruption
of the dunes. If any coastal trail is developed on the west side of Palmetto Avenue,
it should be near the street and away form the edge of the bluff and sensitive dune
area.

Recreational use of the land should be carefully regulated for low intensity activity
only. If a visitor-serving facility is developed, vehicular and pedestrian access
must be strictly controlled, signed, and regulated. The area should be protected
against use by all-terrain vehicles that have already caused destruction to the
dunes. .

The City Council recognized the significance of this land and took action to protect
this fragile and irreplaceable resource. Although this area is designated Low
Density Residential in the General Plan, the Local Coastal Plan recommends that the
bluffs be & donor site for transfer of density to undeveloped lands on the east of
Palmetto Avenue which are designated Medium Density Residential in the General Plan.
Density may also be transferred to other identified sites, such as the site at Sharp
Park Road and Skyline Boulevard.

Whatever the density of the Northern Coastal Bluffs, respect for;the natural beauty
and values of coastal dunes should be of highest priority.

PACIFICA OPEN SPACE TASK FORCE REPORT
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looking south from Hwy 1/Fairmont West
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PARCEL NUMBER: 2
NAME : THE "BOWL™ AND THE "FISH"
LOCATION; This parcel is bordered on the west and north sides by Palmetto |

Avenue, on the east by the Pacifica Point condominiums and some single-family homes
in Fairmont West, and the south by Highway 1.

- SIZE: 5.5 ACRES

ZONING/GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: R-3-G, R-1 / Medium Density Residential

A.P. NUMBER: 009-031- (inclusive); 009-035-(inclusive):
009-402-250, 009-402-260, 009-402-270

This large bowl-shaped parcel is in multiple ownerships and is one of the last
remaining major undeveloped areas east of ocean-fronting streets in the northern end
of Pacifica. The portion of the land along the Palmetto Avenue frontage is generally
flat and gently undulating but rises in steep slopes toward the condominiums and the
freeway. The lowest portion of the "Bowl" is marshy. The "Fish” is an approximately
one acre portion of the site located adjacent to the freeway. The name of the parcel
generally describes the shape of the property. The "Fish" has access via a paper
street which runs west to Palmetto.

The parcel is vegetated with coastal scrub, pampas grass and ice plant. There is an
assortment of wildlife, including rabbits, rodents, raptors and coastal birds. The
land is also used for exercising dogs, for coastal viewing, and for recreational

activities such as hiking, kite flying and as a play area for neighborhood children.

The parcel provides an important ocean viewshed from adjacent homes. The site is
easily visible from Palmetto Avenue and the coastal dunes to the west. The views of
the coastal dunes and the ocean from on site are outstanding.

To the west of the site is a spectacular area of rolling sand dunes and coastal
bluffs, one of the last such areas in Pacifica. The San Andreas- earthquake fault

.zone 1is very near to this site.

PACIFICA OPEN SPACE TASK FORCE REPORT
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PARCEL NUMBER: 3
NAME : THE BLUFF AT ESPLANADE
LOCATION: West of Pacific Manor Shopping Center, between Esplanade and the

Pacific Ocean. This is the only coastal open space in the Pacific Manor neighborhood
that has remained undeveloped.

SIZE: , 3.5 Acres

ZONING/GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: R-3, R-3-G / Commercial, Medium Density Residential
A.P. NUMBER: 0009-131-030, 009-131-050

The bluffs at Esplanade are a welcome area of open space in one of the most densely
populated areas of Pacifica. The City of Pacifica owns the westerly portion of the
bluff, as well as an easement for a storm drain on the southern portion of the site.
This area is still in sand dune formation, with characteristic dune plantings scattered
throughout the site, but with a concentration toward the north. A seventy foot, almost
sheer cliff drops to the ocean.

At present, the area is used by walkers, picnickers, and those from the area who wish
to get a view of the ocean. The California Coastal Commission has asked for view
corridors to be maintained across this site. With the Local Coastal Plan are
recommendations for a fisherman overlook and access parking, as well as a Tow
maintenance beach across (stairs or pathway).

Geological concerns are a major problem with this area. Visible erosion scarring is
caused by wave action and subsurface water runoff toward the cliff. A sand fence has
been erected to keep sand from blowing onto Esplanade, and this fence restricts the
view of the ocean. The only beach access from these bluffs at present 1is by scrambling
down a ravine next to a storm drain pipe and across large rocks. A City bicycle trail
runs north-south along Esplanade adjacent to the property.

10
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PARCEL NUMBER: 4
NAME : LOWER MILAGRA RIDGE
LOCATION: Lower Milagra Ridge is located south of the Pacific Manor

neighborhood, with Oceana Boulevard on its western boundary, Oceana High School to
the south, and Milagra Ridge Park to the east. It is part of a major ridgeline that
effectively separates two neighborhoods.

SIZE: 46.87 acres

ZONING/GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: C-2, R-1/B-4, 0S, HPD/Commercial, Very Low Density
Residential, Greenbelt

A.P. NUMBER: 016-451-010, 016-451-020, 009-245-030
Lower Milagra Ridge rises steeply from an elevation of 102 feet on the west to an

elevation of 486 feet on the east where it abuts Milagra Ridge Park (GGNRA). The
Tower western areas of the ridge have been quarried and terraced. The upper eastern

area of the ridge is largely undisturbed and is an identified habitat of the Mission .

Blue Butterfly (a recognized rare and endangered species), and the lupine upon which
the butterfly depends for its sustenance. Lower Milagra Ridge is highly visible from
many areas in Pacifica. The views from the site offer. and outstanding panorama of
coastline and hills from Mussel Rock to Montara Mountain. Except for a Tine of trees
along the southern boundary of the site, the land is sparsely covered with coastal

scrub and wildflowers. The Tower quarried area is rocky and supports sparse
vegetation.

Milagra Ridge is a potential recreational resource for Pacifica. As the possible
gateway for the Bay Area Ridge Trail, Lower Milagra Ridge is a critical link in the
chain of open space lands leading from the beaches to Sweeney Ridge. The pedestrian
overpass at the foot of Lower Milagra Ridge provides the physical trail connection
across Highway 1 between the coastal corridor and this possible connection to the
proposed Bay Area Ridge Trail. :

12
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PARCEL NUMBER: 5
NAME : NORTH SLOPE OF MILAGRA CREEK CANYON
LOCATION: This parcel is located a1ong the northern edge of Milagra Ridge

Park (GGNRA) and south of Manor Drive. The area includes the steep northern slopes and
the flat section around Hacienda Court.

SIZE: 62 acres
ZONING/GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: R-1/B-1, HPD/OPEN SPACE RESIDENTIAL
AP NUMBER: 016-452-010, 009-222-010, 009-262-010, 009-320-040

The most convenient access to this land is from Hacienda Court. There is flat land at
the western entry to the canyon from Hacienda Court, but the majority of the property
is steep with a long, narrow valley floor through which the Milagra Creek flows. The
creek that borders the southern edge of the parcel drains the canyon watershed.
Typical riparian vegetation, primarily willows, lines the creek and provides a natural
habitat for wildlife. The canyon walls have typical California coastal shrubs,

grasses, and plant communities. In the spring there is a brilliant array of
wildflowers and willows.

From the Highway 1 area of Pacific Manor, the parcel’s steep hillside portions are
clearly visible. This hillside can be viewed from the north ridge of the parcel, from
the opposite side of the canyon which is the Milagra Park Ridge and from behind the
houses along Manor Drive along the upper slopes of the site there are ocean views. One

can Took up at the surrounding canyon walls from the lower areas at the southern edge
and from Hacienda Court.

14
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PARCEL NUMBER: 6

NAME : EAST SLOPE OF MILAGRA RIDGE

This parcel has been removed from the Open Space Task Force Report.
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PARCEL NUMBER 7
NAME : ‘ GYPSY HILL
LOCATION: Bounded on the north by East Sharp Park neighborhood, on the

east and south by Sharp Park Road, and on the west by Frances Avenue, which runs
parallel to Highway 1.

SIZE: : 72 acres
A.P. Number: 016-421- (inclusive)

ZONING/GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: PD, C-2, R-1/B-3, R-1/B-10, HPD / Commercial, Open
Space Residential, Low Density Residential

Gypsy Hill is a prominent east-west ridge. Sharp Park Road winds down the eastern
and southern sTopes of the ridge. Gypsy Hi1l is in multiple ownerships. There are
four single-family homes on large home sites. The remainder of the property is
undeveloped. The north, south, and west sides of Gypsy Hill are slopes covered with
coastal scrub, and stands of trees. The hill contains areas of rolling terrain
covered with grasses, coastal scrub and trees. Vehicular access to Gypsy Hill is via
Sharp Park Road and privately owned Gypsy Hill Road.

17
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PARCEL NUMBER: 8
NAME : FLOWER FARM
LOCATION: Located north of the Sharp Park Archery Range, west of Skyline

College, and east of Sharp Park Road.

SIZE: ‘ 65.57 acres

ZONING/GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: A/B-5, HPD / Agriculture, Open Space Residential
A.P. NUMBER: 017-080-010, 016-422-020

This area includes two properties in separate ownership. The parcel immediately east
of Sharp Park Road features very steep slopes and is undeveloped. To the east of
this parcel is the flower farm, one of the few remaining areas in active agricultural
use in Pacifica. For the many people who regularly travel Sharp Park Road, the
flower farm is a reminder of Pacifica's agricultural heritage and helps define the
semirural atmosphere of present day Pacifica. The centerpiece of this watershed land

is the small pond. The steep slopes surrounding the farm serve as an important
buffer for this productive agricultural activity.

The view from the farm is one of the few in Pacifica unencumbered by urban intrusion.
This view is of steep hillsides, some planted with trees and others with native
coastal scrub. This parcel is visible -from Sharp Park Road.

The flower farm is a potential Tink in the open space belt that extends south from

Milagra Ridge through the San Francisco-owned Sharp Park Golf Course lands to Sweeney
Ridge along the eastern perimeter of the city and by the Ridgeline Trail.
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Flower Farm (Parcel 8)

21



PARCEL NUMBER: 9
NAME : BEACH BOULEVARD TERRACE
LOCATION: This long coastal terrace in the West Sharp park neighborhood is

on the west side of Beach Boulevard, Tocated north of Clarendon Road and the Sharp
Park Golf Course and south of Montecito Avenue and the Municipal Fishing Pier.

SIZE: 3.82 acres
ZONING/GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: O0S / Neighborhood Park, Beach Access

A.P. NUMBER: 016-201- (inclusive); 016-202-(inclusive); 016-291-(Inclusive):
016-292- (inclusive); 016-293-(inclusive): 016-314- (inclusive)

Beach Boulevard Terrace can be seen from many hillside areas in northern Pacifica.
From the terrace the views are breathtaking - Mori Point and Pedro Point to the south,
a sweep of coastal hills from Sweeney Ridge to Milagra Ridge to the east, the slopes
of Westlake and, on a clear day, Point Reyes to the north, and an unobstructed view of
miles of ocean to the west.

The terrace is part of the Brighton Beach Subdivision dating from the days of the
Ocean shore Railroad. At that time the section of Beach Boulevard in this area was
known as Casino Way, whereas the ocean frontage road to the north <in the Salada Beach
Subdivision was built closer to the sandy beach and was called Ocean Avenue. The two
roads were connected many decades ago and renamed Beach Boulevard in the 1960's to
avoid confusion with construction of Oceana Boulevard east of Highway 1. Small
residential structures were built along the terrace starting in the 1920's.

The terrace is composed primarily of beach sand and added fi1l materials. The ground
cover is both native and introduced species. Historically, Sharp Park Beach has been
much wider along the terrace than in the area to the north. The impacts of wave
action were less severe here. In the 1950's there was easy beach access along all of
Beach Boulevard as the broad beach gently sloped almost all the way up to the street
level. However, in the past few years there has been rapid erosion and dramatic cliff
retreat along the entire length of the beach south to Mori Point. During most severe
winter seasons, backwash races up across the terrace and into the street. This area,
1ike much of Sharp Park, is vulnerable to tsunami inundation.

During the E1 Nino storms and high tides in the winter of 1982-1983, two Tong-standing
single-family homes were destroyed. Beach erosion was extremely fast and extensive,
and waves washed over the houses. The only remaining structure on the terrace, a
duplex, was demolished to allow for the southern extension of an oceanside promenade
and seawall south from the pier to Clarendon Road. The seawall was completed with
beach access points along Beach Boulevard. The City has extended the promenade south
over the terrace, and does accommodate picnicking facilities.

22
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PARCEL NUMBER: 10
NAME : MORI POINT
LOCATION: Mori Point 1ies south of the West Fairway Park neighborhood and

the Sharp Park Golf Course, north of the Rockaway Quarry, and extends west from
Highway 1 to the Pacific Ocean.

SIZE: 108 acres

ZONING/GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: P-D, HPD / Special Area, Prominent Ridgeline,
Greenbelt

A.P. NUMBER: 018-150-010

Two significant features of Mori Point are the spectacular headland and a primary and
secondary habitat of the rare and endangered San Francisco garter snake. Mori Point
is a major ridgeline that effectively separates and buffers West Fairway Park from
the quarry. It is a major landmark that characterizes the special quality of
Pacifica's coastline, a Targe, beautiful headland plunging dramatically to the sea.

Mori Point rises steeply above West Fairway Park south of the neighborhood. The
property is deeply gullied. The lower flat section of the property along the rear
property Tines of homes on Seaside Drive extends into the Laguna Salada marsh. At
the western end are steep, rocky coastal bluffs and a small, almost inaccessible
pocket beach. The site includes the Mori Point ridgeline and, across the ridgeline,
the upper southern slopes of the hill above the Rockaway Quarry. Mori Point is
covered with grasses, native coastal scrub, seasonal wildflowers, and a few
introduced trees at the lower western edge. The land supports a wide variety of
wildlife, including the San Francisco garter snake. The site includes a portion of
headland in unidentified ownership.

The site has a rich and varied history from the period of the Ocean Shore Railroad
and from the Prohibition Era. In its heyday it was the location of the Mori family
hotel, bar, and restaurant, active until destruction by fire in the 1960's.

Viewed from off site, Mori Point is a prominent, centrally located landmark headland
visible from many areas in Pacifica. From on site at the western end of the
headland, there are unobstructed views of Pacifica's coastline stretching both north
and south. The rocky bluffs drop dramatically to crashing waves of the ocean some
200 feet below. The headland offers a sweeping view of the Pacific Ocean on the
west, the golf course lands to the north, the coastal hills and Sweeney Ridge to the
east, and to the south, Montara Mountain and Point San Pedro.
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Mori Point is a beautiful coastal headland and an extremely important open space
resource in Pacifica. It is the western end of Mori Ridge, which extends from
Sweeney Ridge on the east to the Pacific Ocean on the west. The Mori Point parcel is
physically separated from the eastern extension of Mori Ridge by Highway 1. It is
one of the three major east-west finger ridges in Pacifica (Milagra Ridge, Mori
Ridge, Cattle Hil1) as described in the Milagra Ridge narrative. It has been
devastated by motorized vehicles. The level headland above the dramatic cliffs has
been substantially denuded of ground cover. Prior to this destruction of plant life,
Mori Point's spring wildflower cover was without peer. This ground cover on the
western headland is presently relegated to the outer edges and cascades down the
cliff face. '

Mori Point includes important potential 1inks in Pacifica's coastal trail system for
hiking and horseback riding. Due to the steepness of the cliffs at the extreme edge
of the property no recognized or formal access to the pocket beach should be allowed.
Carefully designed and controlled access to Sharp Park Beach from Mori Point be must
planned to prevent destruction of the snake habitat and the marsh and to protect the
stopes surrounding the marsh.

Mori Point includes a primary and secondary habitat of the San Francisco garter
snake, a recognized rare and endangered species protected under state and federal
laws. Immediately above the marsh is a grassy bowl area of the north slope of Mori
Point which reportedly serves as the snake's secondary habitat, a sunning and
hibernating area and potential migratory corridor.
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looking north to Quarry (Parcel 11)

and south slopes of Mori Point (Parcel 10)
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PARCEL NUMBER: 11
NAME : THE QUARRY LANDS
LOCATION: The Quarry Lands are located south of Mori Point, north of

Rockaway Beach and west of Highway 1. To the west is the Pacific Ocean.
SIZE: 116 acres
ZONING/GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: C-3, HPD/Special Area

A.P. NUMBER: 018-150-050, 018-150-070

The Quarry Lands consist of hills and steep coastal bluffs surrounding a large, flat
area where 1limestone has been quarried since early in this century. The hills rise
steeply to the coastal bluffs on the western boundary. Along the northern boundary
gently rising slopes form the southern face of Mori Point. At the base of these
slopes is a relatively flat area with Highway 1 running along the eastern edge. A
pocket beach Ties at the bottom of the western bluffs. The land is sparsely
vegetated with coastal scrub where undisturbed by quarrying or coastal erosion. - The
slopes on the northern edge of the land are covered by grasses. :

The quarry includes hills and coastal sites that provide a commanding view of
Pacifica, the coast and the Pacific Ocean. The quarry hills and high coastal bluffs
form an integral part of Mori Point and Mori Ridge.

Currently, Calera Creek runs through the flat portion of the property, entering the
site under Highway 1 near Reina del Mar in Vallemar and emptying into the ocean at
Rockaway Beach. The location of the creek is being changed as part of the new, 29-
acre Tertiary Wastewater Treatment plant, owned by the City of Pacifica, currently
under construction. A new marsh is being constructed as part of this project along
with a revitalized riparian habitat and buffer along the newly constructed creek,
which will be located at the base of the hill and run below the face of the newly

constructed pad area in what was the pit, and run into the ocean north of the
Lighthouse Hotel.

Historically, the quarry is probably the oldest industry in northern California,
providing whitewash for the newly built San Francisco Presidio over 200 years ago,
and Calera Creek is mentioned early in the historical record. (The Spanish meaning
of Calera is "limestone.”) Indian remains were found under the berm created by
Caltrans along the Highway 1 edge of the quarry.
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PARCEL NUMBER: 12
NAME : EAST FAIRWAY PARK HILLSIDE
LOCATION: This parcel is located on the north slope of the east Mori Ridge

and is surrounded on almost all sides by public recreation facilities: the Sharp
Park Golf Course and Archery Range on the north; Sweeney Ridge (GGNRA) to the east: .

Shelldance Nursery to the southwest; and the East Fairway Park ball field to the
west.

SIZE: 9.90 acres

ZONING/GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: A/B-5, HPD / Very Low Density Residential

A.P. NUMBER: 018-160-050

This parcel is one of four formerly owned by Texas International which are part of
the lower slopes of the Sweeney Ridge/Mori Ridge lands, but which were not included
in the GGNRA acquisition. The property varies from a gently sloping area on the west
to steeply rising slopes on the east.

The steep slope portions of this site are highly visible from the nearby neighborhood
and from Highway 1. The entire site can be viewed from surrounding hillsides. From
the steeply sloped portions of the site, there are sweeping ocean views to the west.

The parcel is also part of the Sweeney Ridge watershed. The northwest perimeter is
damp, marshy and spring-fed. The area is home to frogs, garter snakes, water dogs,
rabbits and rodents and their associated food sources, as well as the flora of marshy
areas including a substantial stand of creek willow. The steep slopes are covered
with typical coastal scrub. '

This property forms a corridor between the low density suburban patterns of East
Fairway Park to the open slopes on the north side of East Mori Ridge. When the
National Park Service purchased the Sweeney Ridge property and incorporated it into
the GGNRA, this parcel was omitted from the acquisition. The Park Service has an
easement across the land for access to Sweeney Ridge. This site is visually
prominent as it rises above East Fairway Park.
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PARCEL NUMBER: 13
NAME : SHELLDANCE
LOCATION: The Shelldance parcel, named after the nursery located thereon,

rises abruptly from the east side of the Highway 1 and from Fairway Park on the north
and the northwest section of Vallemar on the south. The eastern boundary 1is adjacent
to lands of the GGNRA.

SIZE: 12.5 acres
ZONING/GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: A/B-5 / Special Area
A.P. NUMBER: 018-060- (no parcel number due to Caltrans ownership)f

Shelldance is a prominent portion of Mori Ridge and is visible from the Fairway Park
and Vallemar neighborhoods, as well as from the adjacent highway and Sharp Park Road.
The nursery and residential buildings are few and fairly well-shielded from view
along Highway 1 by the cypress and pines growing around them.

The site is GGNRA property and, with the widening of Highway 1 in the area, the

appearance of the western portion was altered as a result of the highway
construction.

The eastern upsiope portion of the T1and is currently used for informal parking and a
trailhead leading to GGNRA/Sweeney Ridge park land. From this access point the view
is a pleasant beginning and ending for hikers. Neighboring hills, ocean, coastal
headlands, and, on a clear day, Point Reyes, can be seen from this area. The GGNRA
Advisory Committee has designated the nursery as a compatible use with the trailhead

because the nursery serves as a cultural and education resource for the community and
its visitors. :

Any use of this property, including the current uses, should address the problem of
access to and from Highway 1.

With improved vehicular access to Shelldance from Highway 1, the nursery, trai]heéd.

and small parking area will complement a visitor-serving information and interpretive
center for the GGNRA.
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PARCEL NUMBER: 14
NAME : NORTH SLOPE OF VALLEMAR
LOCATION: This south-facing slope is bordered on the south by the Vallemar

neighborhood, on the east by Sweeney Ridge, on the west by Highway 1 and Shelldance Nursery,
and on the north by Mori Ridge. This parcel is the eastern extension of Mori Ridge above
Vallemar.

SIZE: 28.20 acres

ZONING/GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: A/B-5, HPD/Very Low Density Residential

A.P. NUMBER: 018-160-070

This open hillside includes two cypress-lined gulches. 4The land 1is part of the
Calera Creek watershed. From the northern edge of the Vallemar neighborhood the

property slopes gently to the north and rises gradually until it meets the steep
slopes of GGNRA park lands.

v
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PARCEL NUMBER: 15
NAME : NORTHEAST FORK OF CALERA CREEK
- LOCATION: This parcel is bounded on the west, north and east by Sweeney

Ridge GGNRA lands.

SIZE: - 3.8 acres

ZONING/GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: A/B-5, HPD / Special Area
A.P. NUMBER: 018-160-090

The northeast fork of Calera Creek has its headwaters on Sweeney Ridge and flows
through this steep-sided narrow canyon. As it approaches Vallemar, the canyon fans
out into a small quiet meadow surrounded by steep slopes. As the valley begins to
widen, leaving behind the park jurisdiction to the east, the meadow spreads out and
slopes towards the houses of the Vallemar neighborhood. This larger meadow is a
pleasantly open area. The smaller meadow further into the canyon has a more dense
cover of vegetation. This fork of Calera Creek runs along the eastern edge of the
canyon, descending to the meadows in a series of miniature waterfalls and still pools
which Tie deep in the canyon crevice, with only dappled sunlight filtering through
the dense overgrowth. This fork of the creek is seasonal. Ruins of an old

irrigation dam is present testimony to the valley's earlier agricultural use and the
creek's water volume.

The Tower meadow ground cover is sparse while the upper meadow plant community is
composed of dense stands of stinging nettles, blackberry brambles, thistles, etc.
The creek bank is hidden in the typical creekside growth of a dense creek willow
thicket interspersed with elderberry trees and other indigenous plants. Water dogs
and red legged frogs (a threatened species sighted by the current owner) reside in
the creek and large pack rat nests line the valley above the creek. Deer, raccoons,

rodents, foxes, quail, and coyotes are present on the parcel. Spike verbena blooms
here in the spring, seen nowhere else in Pacifica.
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PARCEL NUMBER: 16 END OF DARDENELLE

This parcel has been removed from the Open Space Task Force Report.
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PARCEL NUMBER: 17
NAME : EASTERN CALERA CREEK VALLEY
LOCATION: At the easternmost end of the Calera Creek Valley floor in

Vallemar is a narrow parcel which was omitted from the GGNRA/Sweeney Ridge purchase.
It is a privately owned finger of land extending into the National Park. This Tush,
densely vegetated site at the base of Sweeney Ridge slopes and at the eastern end of
the Vallemar neighborhood is accessible through a long, narrow City easement at the

end of Berendos Avenue between two residences and along the creek.-

SIZE; 6.61 ACRES
ZONING/GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: A/B-5, HPD /Special Area
A.P. NUMBER: 018-170-140

Tributaries flowing from the hillsides surrounding the property converge and from
Calera Creek, which flows through the property. Therefore, this parcel 1is a critical
part of the creek's watershed and riparian habitat. From artifacts found there, it

is reputedly a former Ohlone Indian occupation site, an area later used as a hog
ranch. '

In the early spring the valley floor is richly carpeted with ferns, nettles,
blackberry bushes, giant trilliams, milkmaids, and fairybells. The creek is covered

by a-canopy of creek willows and elderberry trees. The creek's riparian habitat is a
pack rat nesting area.

Views from on site are primarily of the surrounding natural hillsides. More
important are the views of this buffer for the creek, the land also serves as a

transitional corridor between the steep Sweeney Ridge hillsides and the bulk of the
developed valley floor.

Protection of the sensitive riparian habitat, the natural hydrological systenm, the'
stability of the soils, and the continuity of the GGNRA environment are important.
It is a potential part of the GGNRA.
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PARCEL NUMBER: 18
NAME : CATTLE HILL
LOCATION: To the north is the Vallemar neighborhood. To the west is Parcel

20, the western form of the ridgeline. To the south is the terminus of Fassler
Avenue and Parcel 19, the eastern end of Rockaway Valley.

SIZE: 261.68 acres

ZONING/GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: A/B-5, HPD/Open Space Residential, Prominent
Ridgeline

A.P. NUMBER: 022-330-120

Cattle Hill is the highest and largest of the three major 1afera1 ridges that
separate Pacifica’s neighborhoods and provide the City’s unique backdrop of coastal
hills. This is one of the largest of the Pacifica sites discussed in this report.

Cattle Hi1l is highly visible from many areas of Pacifica, particularly from south of
Mori Ridge. Entering Pacifica from the north along Highway 1, Cattle Hill is the
southernmost of the three east-west finger ridges that dominate the landscape and
define Pacifica’s network of hills, tying Sweeney Ridge to the beaches on the west.
The eastern boundary of Cattle Hill abuts Sweeney Ridge GGNRA lands.

It is believed that Portola’s party traveled north along San Pedro Beach to the
headlands and then up Discovery Ridge to the San Francisco Bay Discovery Site on
Sweeney Ridge. There is a lTocked gate at the easterly terminus of Fassler Avenue
which gives access to this property. At this point, the suburban neighborhood ends.

The view from Cattle Hi1l offers a broad panorama of Montara Mountain on the south to
San Francisco on the north. It looks down on the immediate neighborhoods of Vallemar
on the north, Rockaway Beach to the west and Linda Mar-Park Pacifica to the south.
The expanse of the Pacific Ocean on the west is balanced by Sweeney Ridge and the
coastal mountains on the east.

The main portion of the ridge separates the Vallemar and the East Rockaway Beach
neighborhoods. The uppermost portion of the main ridge area is still nearly in a
natural condition. The main ridgeline area itself has a relatively narrow, level
grassy top with steep slopes running down in a series of buttressing ridges demarked
by swales. In general, vegetation is noticeably dense on north-facing slopes and
heaviest in the many ravines and folds. The vegetation provides a habitat for the
full range of flora and fauna Tocally found.
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“slopes of Cattle Hill (Parcel 18) and Rockaway Valley (Parcel 19)
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from East Rbckaway Beach
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PARCEL NUMBER: 19
NAME : ROCKAWAY VALLEY

LOCATION: This valley fans out between Cattle Hill on the north and
Discovery Ridge (Fassler Boulevard route) on the south. It provides a scenic
undeveloped backdrop at the end to the small semirural community of East Rockaway
Beach.

SIZE: 61.45 acres

ZONING/GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: A/B-5, HPD / Very Low Density Residential, Open
Space Residential

A.P. NUMBER: 022-330-010

The valley is a beautiful, quiet, wind protected area. Rockaway Creek meanders
through the valley and is flanked on either side by a dense growth of shrubs and
trees on the valley floor, and is difficult to traverse. Songbirds and small
wildlife abound in this seemingly undisturbed area.

From the upper slopes of the site there are views of the ocean, the valley floor and
surrounding hills. The site itself is visible from upper Fassler Avenue and From
Cattle Hill. From the eastern half of the Rockaway Beach neighborhood the upper
slopes of the site are visible and form its backdrop of spacious hillsides.

Evidence of old dirt roads is mainly noticeable along the upper southern rim below
Fassler Avenue and halfway up on the northern rim. The eastern upper reaches of the
valley have several large slide pockets. The southeast corner of the valley,
alongside and below the last house on the north side of Fassler Avenue, has visible
evidence of both extensive fill and severe erosion channels.

The site has some trail potential because of its proximity to GGNRA park lands and
access corridors. The site is City owned and is expected to be transferred to the
GGNRA with two to three acres retained for a neighborhood park.
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PARCEL NUMBER: 20
NAME : WESTERN EXTENSION FROM CATTLE HILL
LOCATION: East of Highway 1 between Vallemar and Rockaway Valleys, and west

of Parcel Number 18.
SIZE: 109.2 acres

ZONING/GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: R-1/B-3, R-1/B-10, HPD / Open Space Residential,
Low Density Residential, Prominent Ridgeline

A.P. NUMBER: 018-140-420, et al.

The western end of Cattle Hill consists of a small coastal valley with interlocking
rounded hills flanked by two branches of the main ridge. Cattle Hill is one of
Pacifica’s major east-west ridges, and this is the westernmost portion of the ridge.
It separates the Vallemar District from the East Rockaway neighborhood.

A seasonal creek threads through this highly visible natural gateway corridor leading
up to the main ridge. Even though there has been some disturbance of the surface in
the forefront of this valley, it is barely noticeable. Willows and lush vegetation
fill the valley floor and much of the lower portions of the north-facing valley side.

The area attracts songbirds, quail, occasional waterfowl, and on the high ridge
vantage points, it was reputedly one of the favorite spots for the peregrine falcon.
The uplifting sea breezes make for effortless free soaring for the red-tailed hawk.
Evidence of red fox along with occasional mountain Tion sightings add to this
valuable natural valley scene.

Located directly across from the quarry lands, it eases the visible transition from
busy Highway 1 to the quiet upper reaches leading to Sweeney Ridge. Winding trails,
many of grazing animal origin, combine with old fences from former ranch lands to
create a pastoral scene visible from the new Rockaway Beach commercial area.

The Open Space Task Force has identified this parcel, along with the remainder of
Cattle Hill to the east as candidates for GGNRA inclusion. Existing National Park
lands lie to the east on Sweeney Ridge, and Cattle Hill provides a direct connection
to Sweeney Ridge via the Baquiano Trail. Inclusion of Parcel Numbers 18 and 20 in
the GGNRA would maintain the scenic integrity of Cattle Hill, as well as provide land
for direct connections to Sweeney Ridge.
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south slopes of Cattle Hill (Parcel 18)

and its westermn extension (Parcel 20)
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PARCEL. NUMBER: 21
NAME: SOUTH SLOPE ROCKAWAY
LOCATION: This parcel is located on the south slope of Rockaway Valley,

bounded on the north by residences along the south side of Rockaway Beach Avenue, on
the east by the Rockaway Valley, on the south by Fassler Avenue corridor north, and on
the west by the junction of Rockaway Beach Avenue and San Pedro Way.

SIZE: 12+ ACRES

ZONING/GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: R/1 / Very Low Density Residential, Low Density
Residential

A.P. NUMBER: 022-055- (inclusive) ; 022-056-(inclusive);
022-064- (inclusive); 022-071-(inclusive)

This open hillside encompasses a linear parcel running behind the homes on the south
side of Rockaway Beach comprised of many lots under separate ownership. The parcel is
heavy with underbrush, plus a moderate growth of Monterey pines providing a habitat for
red fox, opossum, skunk, raccoon, rabbits, and California crested quail. The forested
hillside provides a canopy for songbirds and great horned owls, and nesting sanctuaries
for the red-tailed hawk. The property contains an old construction road beginning at
the fork of Rockaway Beach Avenue and San Pedro Way and extending eastward, gradually
ascending the slope ending at Estella Drive off the eastern end of Fassler Avenue.
Several deep ravines have evolved, making emergency vehicular access impossible.

Many residents on the south side of Rockaway Beach Avenue have taken the opportunity to
purchase individual Tots along the south side of the Rockaway Beach Creek abutting
their own residential lots. Many of these lots became extensions of backyards. From
on site there are views of the Rockaway Valley and surrounding hillsides. The site is
visible from the hillsides and ridgelines surrounding the site.

The site could be developed residentially. There are many gullies and ravines scarring
this sloped area.

This parcel serves as a transitional zone between the developed Rockaway Valley and the
ridgeline development along Fassler Avenue. A trail easement between the beginning of
San Pedro Way at the westerly end of Rockaway Beach Avenue following the old temporary
unimproved construction access cut to the Estella Drive intersection with Fassler
Avenue could provide a valuable mix of greenbelt and recreational use. This would
create an east-west corridor between the lower Rockaway Beach Valley near Highway 1 and
extending both to the ridgeline at Fassler Avenue (adjacent to the access are to the
GGNRA) and to the undeveloped eastern portion of Rockaway Valley, which is designated
for a neighborhood park in the Open Space and Recreation Element of the City's General
Plan. These particular parcels in the Rockaway Valley area deserve special
consideration for their various open space values.
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PARCEL NUMBER: 22

NAME : FASSLER ROCK

This parcel has been removed from the Open Space Task Force Report.
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PARCEL NUMBER: 23
NAME : SOUTH ROCKAWAY BEACH
LOCATION: This ocean front parcel, which includes the beach, is the

southernmost part of West Rockaway Beach and borders the north side of Rockaway
Headlands. Highway 1 runs along the easterly border.

STZE: 5.22 acres
ZONING/GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: C-R, HPD/Commercial
A.P. NUMBER: 022-011-050

This parcel is in the foreground view of the ocean for the thousands of motorists
daily traveling this stretch of Highway 1. This parcel is situated adjacent to the
commercial development on the north, the headlands on the south, Highway 1 on the
east, and the Pacific Ocean on the west. \

Rockaway Beach 1is rated as an advanced surfing beach and thus provides visitors with
additional viewing interest. Current plans are in progress for the additional access
to this area of a pedestrian bridge connecting Nick Gust Way to this parcel crossing
_Rockaway Creek. Part of the new pedestrian pathway connecting the Rockaway area to
~the north with the Pacifica State Beach to the south will cross this property.
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PARCEL NUMBER: 24
NAME: ROCKAWAY HEADLAND
LOCATION: This prominent coastal headland is located south of the West

Rockaway Beach neighborhood, north of San Pedro Beach and west of Highway 1. The
rocky promontory is the western end of the east-west Fassler Avenue ridgeline and
rises high above the surrounding areas.

SIZE: 20 acres
ZONING/GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: A/B-5, C-R, HPD / Special Area

A.P. NUMBER: 022-011-020, 022-011-060, 022-011-070, 022-110-010,
022-110-050, 022-110-060, 022-110-070

The headland is a Tandmark landform that is visible from many areas in the southern
part of Pacifica.

The views are expansive from the north and south slopes and from the crest of the
hill, offering panoramas of the coastline, tide pools and offshore rocks, and a
sweeping view of the hills to the east. Along the western edge of the headland are
steep cliffs covered with large areas of succulents and various other flora. Below
are remnants of the ledge that once was the roadbed of the Ocean Shore Railroad that
skirted around the headland. Although some areas on the top of the headland are
barren and subject to erosion, most of it is grassy and rich with many varieties of
flora, including Red Maids and Rockcress. The rare Douglas Wallflower flourishes on
the north slope, and any development of this site will require special study of the
Wallflower population and consideration of measures necessary to protect the species.

The slopes up the sides of the headland are steep with some severe erosion.

Vehicular access would be extremely difficult from any side. The land is fragile and
highly susceptible to erosion from uncontrolled uses. Rockaway Headland’s primary
recreational use should be for ocean viewing and contemplation from carefully
designed trails and vista points.

This Tand is a necessary 1ink in a continuous coastal trail. There is a sandy social
trail from Rockaway Beach. There will be a formal foot trail from Pacifica State
Beach to Rockaway Beach as part of a recreational master plan for the beach area.
This trail will protect the fragile marshland at the north end of Pacifica State
Beach. Because of the dangerous western slopes of the headland, direct access to the
shore in that direction should be discouraged.
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Many years ago the City Council recommended to the State Department of Parks that
this area be purchased as a continuation of Pacifica State Beach. This fragile area
needs to be protected. If thoughtfully planned, the headland can remain for

generations as an extraordinary ocean overlook and a beautiful portion of a coastal
hiking trail.
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PARCEL NUMBER: 25
NAME : FASSLER AVENUE CORRIDOR NORTH
LOCATION: This narrow section of land fronts along the north side of

Fassler Avenue from Copeland Street on the west to the condominiums on the east and
spans the hillside down to the homes in Rockaway Beach.

SIZE: 37 acres
ZONING/GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: P-D, HPD / Open Space Residential
A.P. NUMBER: 022-083-010, 022-083-120, 022-083-040, 022-150-430

This site contains a varied terrain with some flat and some gently rolling areas
adjacent to Fassler Avenue and some steep slopes on the north. At the southwest end
of this site is a small rocky knoll which rises steeply above Fassler Avenue and
slopes down to the north along Copeland Street. East of the knoll, a strip of land
runs level, rising gradually to the east, for some 50 yards along Fassler Avenue. ,
The rocky knoll bears a rich spring 1ily growth which includes a large strand of soap
plant. A dirt roadway crosses this strip of land from Fassler Avenue to an old
wooden water tank which sits on a graded level area overlooking Rockaway Beach.

About midway along Fassler Avenue the land drops sharply away from the road into a
bowl shaped meadow which contains a south to north well-watered gulch. The water
originates from a large conduit running beneath Fassler Avenue (which may be spring-
fed since it has no obvious source of water) and empties into Rockaway Creek. The
bowl area is north-facing, moist and lush. The gulch 1is densely surrounded by creek

willows and elders. It is home to a variety of spring wildflowers, grasses, trees,
bushes, and vines.

On the east the bowl area rises to the sharper contours of the north face of an old
quarry. The old roadbed of Sea Bowl Drive parallels Fassler Avenue along the eastern

portion of the site. The eastern end of the land is heavily disturbed by the quarry
and the old roadbed.

The site is visible from Fassler Avenue and from the hills above the land. It is
also visible from below, including the Rockaway Beach neighborhood and the coastal
area along Highway 1. Fassler Avenue ridge, including this land, is one of the east-
west finger ridges visible from Highway 1 when entering Pacifica from the north.
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PARCEL NUMBER: 26
NAME : FASSLER AVENUE CORRIDOR SOUTH
LOCATION: This parcel is bounded on the north by Fassler Avenue, on the

east by the Saltaire Subdivision, on the south by the northern perimeter of the Linda
Mar neighborhood and Cabrillo Elementary School, and on the west by Roberts Road.

SIZE: 193 acres

ZONING/GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: A/B-5, P-D, HPD / Open Space Residential, Prominent
Ridgeline

A.P. NUMBER: 022-150-030, 022-150-310, 022-150-330, 022-150-370, 022-150-420
(partial)

At the western end of the site, the property rises steeply toward the east above
Roberts Road to a height of up to 100 feet where it levels off continuing in a steady
rise toward the two water tanks located on the eastern edge of the property. From
Fassler Avenue the Tland slopes gently from the northwest to the more abrupt contours
of the former 1limestone quarry on the eastern portion of the property.

After the quarry operation ceased a number of years ago, Fassler Avenue was built
replacing Sea Bowl Drive with an improved, straightened, and extended alignment
through the center of the old quarry. A portion of the old Royce Quarry roadbed
still exists on this property.

The eastern half of the land is heavily disturbed, initially from the quarry
operation, the installation of the water tanks, and more recently from use by all-

terrain vehicles (ATV) from the water tanks down the slope westward just short of
Roberts Road.

The southwest facing slope gives way to a deeply eroded, gullied hillside above
Cabrillo School.

This parcel has a view of the ocean on the west and Montara Mountain to the south.
The site can be seen from the Rockaway Beach area and from the front of the Linda Mar
Valley and Highway 1. This parcel, along with Parcel Number 25 adjacent to it on the

north side of Fassler Avenue, divides the Linda Mar and the East Rockaway Beach
neighborhoods.

The path of the Portola Expedition on its way to the discovery of San Francisco Bay |
in 1769 crosses this property, and therein lies the primary historic value of the

site. Other historic elements include a portion of the old Coast Highway roadbed and
a quarry site.
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PARCEL NUMBER: 27
NAME : ROBERTS ROAD KNOLL
LOCATION: This parcel is bordered on the west by Roberts Road which curves

around to the northwest, and shares a north and northeast boundary with Parcel Number
26 and a common boundary on the south with the Saltaire Development.

SIZE: 17 acres

ZONING/GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: P-D, HPD/Open Space Residential, Very Low Density
Residential, Prominent Ridgeline.

A.P. NUMBER: 022-150-420

This property is a short western finger ridge extension of Parcel Number 26. The

-land rises steeply from Roberts Road and the Cabrillo School to a height of

approximately 60 feet above the roadbed where it levels off, continuing in a more
gentle slope to where this property joins Parcel Number 26. The south face is deeply
scarred by eroded gullies. The northern face is also eroded. A few Monterey cypress
dot the south face. The remainder of the hill has a ground cover of grasses and
other south-facing coastal scrub plant communities with low growing shrubby plants
and creek willows confined to the gullies. -

The parcel is visible from the front of San Pedro Valley all the way from the _

southern City limits up to Crespi Drive at Highway 1. It is a prominent feature from
the Linda Mar Shopping Center area and is, of course, visible from Roberts Road. The
site offers views of the ocean, Pedro Point, the Linda Mar area and Montara Mountain.
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looking south toward Cattle Hill and Mori Ridge
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PARCEL NUMBER: 28
NAME : PICARDO RANCH
LOCATION: Picardo Ranch is located in back of Terra Nova High School. The

entrance to the ranch is from a small paved stub street (Picardo Court) off of
Everglades Drive. The ranch is bordered on the east by Park Pacifica, on the north
by GGNRA Sweeney Ridge parklands, and on the west by undeveloped land in private
ownership. The ranch formerly included lands to the south of its present boundary
which is now the site of Terra Nova High School.

SIZE: 166.61 acres

ZONING/GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: A/B-5, HPD / Special Area, Open Space Residential,
Very Low Density Residential, Prominent Ridgeline

A.P. NUMBER: 022-310-050

The Picardo Ranch is a picturesque coastal ranch. It is a perfect cameo of coast
agriculture with its collection of ranch house, barn, and outbuildings nestled in a
small fertile valley. The ranch also contains a small orchard and clusters of pine
and eucalyptus trees with grazing horses in the uplands framed by the protective
coastal hills. The ranchlands include the scrub-covered hillsides which rise steeply
from the valley floor.

The ranch property with its dirt road and rural look borders suburban housing and is
adjacent to the higher ridges in the background.

There has been very Tittle alteration of the hillsides. Only a winding fire lane and
utility access road traverse halfway around the rim of the hills. '

Federal park plans call for the Baquiano Trail (the Portola Discovery Trail) to run

from the end of Fassler Avenue along the northern boundary of the Picardo Ranch to
Sweeney Ridge.
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PARCEL NUMBER: 29
NAME : PARK PACIFICA STABLES
LOCATION: Street address - 650 Cape Breton Drive. Located

on a cul-de-sac at the eastern end of Cape Breton Drive.
SIZE: 18.80 acres

ZONING/GENERAL PLANT DESIGNATION: C-R, HPD / Special Area
A.P. NUMBER: 018-170-060

Surrounded on three sides by the GGNRA Sweeney Ridge property, Park Pacifica Stables
provides private equestrian access to the park. With modern, well-maintained boarding
facilities for approximately 125 horses, Park Pacifica Stables is a unique recreational
and education resource. It affords many young Pacificans an opportunit8y to learn
responsibility through animal husbandry, while providing adults with recreational
opportunities including dressage, trail riding, steer roping, and jumping events.

The stables also provide a community-wide commercial/recreational resource. During summer
months, a series of schooling shows are held at the stable, drawing participants from
outside Pacifica. In the past, annual professional rodeo events were held there. Weekly
steer roping contests are held which also draw participants from neighboring communities.

The parcel consists of several acres of well-graded land surrounded on three sides by
steeply sloping and rugged terrain. The area is split between two benches set into the
hillside, differing in elevation by approximately 15 feet. Two unpaved but well-graded

roads connect these benched plateaus. The lower bench is level with the terminus of Cape
Breton Drive.

Existing development of the parcel consists of: - two large barns; a restaurant/office
building constructed in early Western motif; a covered arena and two outdoor areas, one of
which is event size; several utility sheds; and a cattle holding pen at the rear of the
property. Several open concrete culverts are present to carry storm runoff to City storm
drains. A level area is maintained for long-term trailer parking for boarders and day use
parking for boarders and visitors. The current owner has place a modular residence the
property adjacent to existing development on Cape Breton Drive.

During the 1982 storm season a landslide occurred on the southern side of the parcel,
without causing significant damage. Minor mudslides have occurred at other points around
the property during that and other storm years.
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Preferred use of this property is in its current occupancy. In this use, it is one of the
few remaining equestrian facilities on the coastside and provides a valuable adjunct to
the national recreation area. Any alternate development of this property should at a
minimum preserve the trailhead, together with adequate parking facilities for day users,
including equestrians.

It is extremely unlikely that the City or other government agency would require this
property and continue to operate it in its current usage. There is, however, precedent
for such land to be government owned with concession rights for the equestrian facilities
leased to a private operator. Such facilities are operated in Yosemite National Park,
among others. Given that the property is contiguous with GGNRA land, there may be a
possibility of merging it with the GGNRA under those conditions.
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PARCEL NUMBER: 30

NAME : PACIFICA STATE BEACH
(LINDA MAR BEACH/SAN PEDRO BEACH)

LOCATION: Bound on the south by the eroding cliffs of Pedro Point, on the
east by Highway 1, on the north by sandstone of the Rockaway headland, and on the
west by the Pacific Ocean.

SIZE: 37 acres
ZONING/GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: P-D, P-F, C-R, A/B-5 / Special Area, Sandy Beach

A.P. NUMBER: 022-130-(inclusive); 022-161- (inclusive);
022-191- (inclusive) )

This lovely shallow bay offers a safe, gently sloping beach that provides recreation
for thousands of people every year. Pacifica State Beach is considered the
outstanding beach location in northern California for beginning surfers and is
growing in popularity and use including surfing competition. The easy accessibility
of this expansive beach makes for a constant scene of human activity, from the lone
stroller, to the occasional horseback rider, a few fishermen a dozen or so surfers,
picnicking family groups, and in hot weather, hundreds of surf-and-sun loving people.

Near the south end of the beach, San Pedro Creek empties into the ocean. The creek
mouth is a rich wildlife habitat. In the sandy flats near the creek, butterneck
clams are sought during the low tides. The steelhead trout use the mouth of San Pedro
Creek. 1In fact, San Pedro Creek is one of only six steelhead spawning streams on the
coast of San Mateo County, and is one of only two protected spawning grounds along
the coast. It is the few dozen yards of fresh water mix, providing the critical

acclimatization area for the transition of these anadromous fish from salt to fresh
water. ‘

Along the edge of San Pedro cliff, fishers, divers, and tidepoolers search for sea
life - including, crab, mussels, and many varieties of fish as well as sea kelp. On
the northern part of the beach a small marsh survives with its lush, fertile
collection of flora and fauna. The beach also supports a small population of
mollusks. San Pedro Bay is an area of abundant natural treasures.Z

Along Highway 1, an attractive stretch of sand dunes acts as a buffer between the
busy highway and the beach. Within the sand dunes is habitat for the snowy plover, a
protected species. These sand dunes are well stabilized with established communities

of beach plants atop them, suppressing the flow of sand onto the highway during windy
weather.

76

PACIFICA OPEN SPACE TASK FORCE REPORT




Driving south along Highway 1 immediately past the Rockaway Headland, travelers are
treated to a sweeping view of San Pedro Bay and the beach. Other vantage points
include San Pedro Point, Roberts Road, west-facing hillsides in Linda Mar and the

Rockaway Headland itself. It is the most visible beach area from Highway 1 1in
Pacifica.

Views from the beach include the bowl of coastal hills surrounding San Pedro Valley
including Pedro Point and Montara Mountain. Pedro Point and Rockaway Headland
bracket the beach presenting a never-ending panorama of wave action.

During minus tides the beach is a flat expanse with ocean currents rippling through
sand channels and curling against other paths of water to form cascading fountains
that appear and disappear as the water comes and goes. During these low tides beach

strollers can walk out into the bay, enjoying a unique perspective of the point and
the headland. :

The Pacifica State Beach area has multiple public and private ownership and uses,
including an approximately 2-acre section of excess Caltrans right-of-way at the
southern end adjacent to San Pedro Creek. After many years of citizen efforts, a
major portion of the beach was purchased by the State of California and rechristened
“Pacifica State Beach”. The beach is within the authorized boundaries of the GGNRA,
a cooperative agreement between Federal State and local government to ensure
coordinated planning and management would best protect this important resource.

In 1990 the City of Pacifica prepared the Pacifica State Beach General Plan which was
subsequently approved by the California State Park and Recreation Commission. The
plan seeks to maximize the protection of the remaining beach and creek areas, and
provide for the enjoyment of Pacifica State Beach for all users.

Only with continued citizen participation will the objectives of the Pacifica State
Beach Master Plan be met.
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PARCEL NUMBER: 31
NAME : CRESPI DRIVE AND HIGHWAY 1
LOCATION: This rectangular parcel is bounded on the west by Highway 1,

Pacifica State Beach and the ocean, on the north by Crespi Drive, on the east by the
Pacifica Community Center, and on the south by the Linda Mar neighborhood residences
on Anza Drive.

SIZE: 2.4 acres

ZONING/GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: M-1 / Parking

A.P. NUMBER: Book 22, Page 16, no parcel number

The site 1is in a deve]opéd area on the northern side of the mouth of San Pedro
Valley. to the north of the site is a portion of the coastal hills that rim the

valley. The northern portion of the site is developed w1th a Caltrans "Park & Ride”
area called "Placa de Catalunya."”

The southern portion of the site is a marshy area extending along the western edge of

the site where tule grows.

The site is primarily viewed from the highway and from the surrounding hills. Views
from the site are excellent in three directions: west to the beach and ocean, south
to Montara Mountain, San Pedro Mountain and Pedro Point, and west to the coastal
hills of Pacifica.

A well-used foot trail runs along the western edge of the site parallel to Highway 1
connecting Crespi Drive and Linda Mar Boulevard. Footpaths also mark the southern
and eastern boundaries of the site. A sidewalk runs along Crespi Drive.

This land is part of the area that was covered by a coastal lagoon named Lake
Mathilde. The site is one of two portions of the lagoon area which remained until
recently in a relatively natural state. It is well-watered, as evidenced by the
moisture damage to the underground lines which led to abandonment of the adjacent

AT&T facility a few years ago. Every winter, the southern half of the property is
flooded.
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PARCEL NUMBER: 32
NAME : Crespi Drive - East of Community Center
LOCATION: This parcel is bounded on the west by the Pacifica Community

Center, on the north by Crespi Drive, on the east by the Crespi Center, and on the
south by Anza Drive Residences.

SIZE: 1.69 acres
ZONING/GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: M-1/Commercial
A.P. NUMBER: 022-162-310, 022-162-400

The area is significant as one of two remaining remnants of an inland lagoon or
estuary that originally covered the entrance to the San Pedro Valley. Lake Matilda,
or Lake Mathilde as it was called on maps of the 1890's provided important habitat
for migrating waterfowl, small mammals, reptiles, and fish.

The ecosystem it represented was certainly similar to other lagoon or estuarian
systems along this segment of the California coastline - namely, Laguna Salada in

Pacifica’s Salt Valley, and Laguna de 1a Merced in the southwest portion of San
Francisco.

A lush growth of willow dominates this part of the remaining Mathilde marsh, with
cattails and tule delineating the western edge of the marsh where it meets the
elevated concrete parking area behind the Community Center. Both native and
introduced plants flourish here, and sufficient water stands during winter and spring
months to draw various water fowl. Monterey cypress mark the northern edge of the
marsh. The southern border is marked by a stand of willow trees.

There are views from the site of surrounding hills and the site can be seen from
Highway 1. :

Lake Mathilde was substantial is size, stretching from Crespi Drive on the north to
approximately San Pedro Terrace Road on the south, and probably included the Pedro
Point Shopping Center and Parcel Number 34. The lagoon provided a good-sized
transitional area from salt to fresh water and fresh to salt for the anadromous fish.
The Tagoon was bordered on the east by a large marsh filled with tule and cattails
and ending in a “sausal” or willow thicket which terminated just short of Adobe
Drive. San Pedro Creek emptied into the marsh. Lake Mathilde was the catch basin
for runoff from the surrounding hills. The highway and sand dunes along San Pedro
Beach were originally a sand pit which separated the large lagoon from the ocean.
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Prior to the construction of the adjacent AT&T building, the marsh was used by a duck
farm operator. Surfers and longtime residents report that the site was often
inundated with water for six months or more of the year. A significant “lake” has
reappeared as recently as 1982 when unseasonable flooding occurred, bringing the
water level to five feet. The area is part of the San Pedro Valley flood plain and
has been designated as such by federal agencies.

The City of Pacifica maintains an easement that borders the southern end of the marsh
remnant. The marsh itself is owned privately and includes two parcels. The lot
adjacent to the Community Center is vacant, while the other ot includes a residence
at its northern end, along Crespi Drive.
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