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From: samuel casillas 
Sent: Monday, August 24, 2026 5:30 PM
To: Public Comment; _City Council; Coffey, Sarah; Charpentier, Sean
Subject: Public Comments for: Consent Item #9. Approve Consultant Service Agreement with 

Rincon Consultants,
Attachments: Rincon EIR for Hillside Meadows 8 24 26 consent item 9.docx

[CAUTION: External Email] 

Dear City Council,  
I apologize for the late comments for Consent Item #9: Approve Consultant Service Agreement with 
Rincon Consultants, Inc. for CEQA Related Consulting Services.   

I will also speak publicly at the meeting on this item. 

Thank you, 
Sam Casillas 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Pacifica. Unless you recognize the 
sender's email address and know the content is safe, do not click links, open attachments or reply.  



Pacifica City Council 
1800 Francisco Boulevard 
Pacifica, CA 94044 
 
Date: August, 24, 2026  
From: Samuel Casillas,  
 
Subject: Consent Item #9. Approve Consultant Service Agreement with Rincon Consultants, Inc. For 

CEQA Related Consulting Services 
 

Dear City Council: 

I am providing comments on the CEQA-related consulting Services Agreement with Rincon Consultants, as it 
relates to the Hillside Meadows Project.  There are serious issues with this contract and the full scope of the 
project.    

The whole community is opposed to this project because it is inconsistent the updated 2040 General Plan, it 
is an ecological hazard zone that most likely should not be built on, contains protected species and should be 
considered in the larger scope of the full true development that includes the Linda Mar Woods Development 
application. The applicant needs to include both parts in the development application as one development to 
appropriately address all EIR concerns.   

In Task 4.1 (Updated Biological Resources Assessment) of the proposed contract there are several issues:  

• The total impact of traffic mitigation (including emergency egress) cannot be adequately addresses 
without including the full potential build out of the parcels that need to include SB9 and SB10 and other 
recent density bonus considerations and the impact of the larger Linda Mar Woods project.  

• The full potential buildout will also need to consider the impact of wastewater treatment plant expansion 
that will result in sewage spillover during intense precipitation events due to the impacts of climate 
change and/or El Nino weather patterns.   

• The project site also sits in natural depression since it sits in the watershed of the Linda Mar Valley and 
also includes the watershed runoff coming from the Shamrock Ranch site.  This site will naturally have a 
shallow water table and underground springs causing any development on it to result in significant 
floodwater runoff to the adjacent homes.  This runoff impact needs to be addressed in the EIR.    

• The proposal also states Rincon will assess the existence of protected species including Crotch’s 
bumblebee  and the western pond turtle, but does not address the assessment of the California Red Leg 
Frog which has a high likelihood of habitat at this site due to its wetland characteristics and the identified 
habitats upstream at the Shamrock Ranch site area and below at the San Pedro Creek habitat.    

For all the concerns outlined above this site requires a much more expanded scope for an EIR to address all 
the potential environmental impacts and is necessary to be complaint with CEQA.   

If anyone choses to challenge this EIR through litigation the city could find itself in the same situation as it is 
now with this developer so the city needs to do it due diligence with a full CEQA review, a full indemnification 
clause and the collection of all project and legal fees up front.  

Thank you, 

Samuel Casillas  
Board member, PPCA 
Past Vice-Chair, Pacifica Economic Development Committee 
Past Member, Pacifica Sea Level Rise Adaptation Planning Committee  
Past Co-Chair GGNRA Board Liaison Committee  
Past Member, Pacifica GPU Community Outreach Committee 
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