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From: Lawrence Bothen 
Sent: Wednesday, August 5, 2026 4:25 PM
To: _City Council
Cc: Public Comment
Subject: Sales tax

[CAUTION: External Email] 

Council members, 

Tonight you will be voting on whether to add an extra 1% on Pacifica sales tax, making us one of the highest taxed cities 
in the  
state. I'm sure you've looked around at the decay and general decline of this town and thought the only way up is more 
revenue. 

As a citizen, I've looked around at the decay and general decline of this town and thought how in hell did you decide it 
was okay  
to squander so much of our limited resources on a new city hall while the rest of the town rots? How do you justify the 
insanely  
high salaries of city department heads when nothing is getting done?  Why should any Pacifican pay one more cent of tax 
to a  
government that has failed us in every way? We aren't getting what we pay for. 

Everyone agrees the city has a revenue problem. The solution is to bring more business into town, not asking us to open 
our wallets. The solution is something we lack - leadership. Thanks to the quirks of state law, council must have a 2/3 
majority to put this on the November ballot. But once there, it only needs a simple majority of the vote to pass. I fear there 
may be enough bleeding hearts in Pacifica that it could pass, to the detriment of all. 

I urge you to take a look around not just at the state of this town, but the mood of the electorate. We are being eaten alive 
by inflation. The level of greed and incompetence in all levels of government, local, state and federal, has angered the 
electorate 
like nothing in recent memory. That means voter turnout will be high. Now take a look at yourself. Do you want your 
legacy on  
council to be a higher tax? It's time to start living within your means and act for the people, not the government. 

Larry Bothen 
Rockaway 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Pacifica. Unless you recognize the 
sender's email address and know the content is safe, do not click links, open attachments or reply.  
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From: Wolfgang Fernandez 
Sent: Friday, August 7, 2026 2:07 AM
To: _City Council; Public Comment; join@pacificatourism.org
Subject: I also oppose the 90-day cap on short-term rentals

[CAUTION: External Email] 

Dear City Council Members 

Our names are Vivien Hsu and Wolfgang Fernandez, we I live in Millbrae and we supplement our income with our 
vacaƟon rental on 265 Kent Rd Pedro Point. 

We have rented our home since 2015 and our neighbors have been very supporƟve of our presence and pracƟces. Over 
the years we’ve welcomed guests from around the world who have come to Pacifica and have returned many Ɵmes over. 

We agree with the 6 proposals outlined by Pacifica for Responsible Tourism. We believe that Pacifica should remain 
accessible to visitors from around the world — who want to visit with their families and enjoy the peaceful quiet of our 
coastal town. 

As a council, you should focus on policies that get rid of nuisance hosts but allow good hosts to flourish. 

We do not believe a cap of 90-days for unhosted rentals is in the best interest of small businesses or our community. We 
do not believe we should lose the $2 million dollars plus annually from short-term rentals that fund our city services or 
the addiƟonal tourism revenue to local businesses. 

Sincerely, 

Wolfgang and Vivien 

Sent from my iPhone 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Pacifica. Unless you recognize the sender's email address and 
know the content is safe, do not click links, open aƩachments or reply. 
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From: catherine burton 
Sent: Tuesday, August 11, 2026 3:53 PM
To: _City Council; Engineering Division; Storm Drain Plan; Public Comment; Boles, Christine; 

Wright, Greg; Beckmeyer, Sue; Bier, Mary; Espinosa, Mayra; 
Stephanie.Rexing@coastal.ca.gov; Luke.Henningsen@coastal.ca.gov; 
Kate.Huckelbridge@coastal.ca.gov; Andrew.Willis@coastal.ca.gov; grants@scc.ca.gov; 
Assemblymember.Stefani@Assembly.ca.gov; Senator.Becker@senate.ca.gov; 
SMC_SupMueller@smcgov.org; rreynolds@smcgov.org; dem_info@smcgov.org

Subject: Pacifica Pier, Beach Boulevard Flood Protection
Attachments: Palmetto flooding.pdf; Clarendon Rd - Truck flooding.pdf; Clarendon near Palmetto 

Flooding.pdf; Sea Wall Flooding.pdf; Beach-Clarendon Flood.mp4; Flooding Beach Blvd 
1.mp4; Woman Almost Swept Away.mp4; potentially dangerous boulder pile.jpg; sand
up to boardwalk.jpg; spray hitting boardwalk and boulder pile.mp4

[CAUTION: External Email] 

Subject: URGENT — Pacifica Pier, Beach Boulevard Flood Protection, Riprap Relocation and 
Storm-Drain Hazards: Request for Immediate Public Action Before Winter 2026–27 

Dear City of Pacifica, California Coastal Commission North Central Coast District, and Public 
Works/Engineering Officials, 

I am writing as a Pacifica resident to request an immediate, specific and public response concerning 
the deteriorating Pacifica Municipal Pier, the relocation and current placement of shoreline 
boulders/riprap adjacent to Beach Boulevard, and storm drains along Beach Boulevard that are filled 
with debris and appear unable to function as intended. 

These concerns need to be addressed before the 2026–27 winter storm season, not after another 
damaging event occurs. 

The urgency is no longer speculative. Pacifica's own January 2025 Post Storm Condition Assessment 
documented worsening structural deterioration of the Pier. The engineering consultant recommended 
repairs to damaged piles at Bents R, 3 and 4 “in the near term” and warned that the conditions 
would worsen and pose “a significant risk to the stability of the structure.” The report further 
documented increasing spalling and exposed corroded reinforcement. 

The Pier is now completely closed, as of June 4, 2026. The City states that what began as a handrail 
project has expanded into comprehensive structural rehabilitation involving the deck, girders and 
supporting piles and that the City is working with consultants and state agencies to secure 
construction funding. 

What the public still does not have is an actual repair plan with dates, funding, and 
accountability. 

I therefore request a written response addressing the following: 
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1. Pacifica Municipal Pier — immediate stabilization and permanent repair. Please provide
the current engineering assessment of the Pier, identify any temporary stabilization work that
will be performed before the coming winter, provide the complete scope of the permanent
repair, the estimated current cost, the design completion date, permitting schedule,
construction start date and anticipated reopening date. If these dates are not yet known,
please identify each outstanding decision or dependency and the date by which it will be
resolved.

2. Explain the response to the January 2025 engineering warning. The City's engineer
recommended near-term repairs and warned of a significant risk to structural stability. Please
identify what repairs were performed between that report and the June 2026 failure/closure,
what recommendations were not completed, and why.

3. Identify every source of funding being pursued. Please provide a funding matrix identifying
amounts requested, amounts awarded, pending applications and remaining funding gap,
including California Coastal Conservancy funding, applicable climate-resilience/sea-level-rise
programs, state bond funding, federal programs, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers where
applicable, and FEMA Public Assistance or hazard-mitigation funding if a qualifying disaster
declaration or program makes the work eligible.

California's Coastal Conservancy currently maintains an active grant program for public agencies for 
projects protecting the coast, expanding public access and increasing climate resilience. FEMA 
Public Assistance can fund repair or replacement of eligible disaster-damaged public facilities when 
the necessary federal disaster declaration and eligibility requirements are met. The City should be 
able to tell residents exactly which funding sources have been investigated, which have been applied 
for, and what remains unfunded.  

4. Relocation of boulders/riprap from the Beach Boulevard shoreline. I personally observed
shoreline rock being removed from the area along the seawall and relocated toward the Pier. I
am attaching photographs showing the shoreline and the current large concentration of
boulders.

Please identify: 

 who authorized the removal and relocation;
 the engineering firm responsible for the design;
 the quantity and approximate tonnage relocated;
 the original location and current location of the material;
 the purpose of the relocation;
 the Coastal Development Permit, emergency authorization, or other approval under which the

work occurred; and
 the coastal-engineering analysis evaluating whether removal of that material decreased

protection against wave run-up, overtopping, erosion or flooding along Beach Boulevard.

I am not claiming that the photographs alone establish causation. I am asking the City and 
Coastal Commission to provide the engineering documentation that establishes that removing 
shoreline protection from one location to reinforce another did not transfer or increase risk to nearby 
homes, Beach Boulevard, utilities and public infrastructure. 

5. Safety of the newly concentrated boulder pile. The boulders now appear piled unusually
high in a concentrated location. Residents of this coastline have seen powerful waves displace
very heavy objects, including concrete barriers, benches/tables and vehicles. Please provide
the engineering analysis addressing whether the current boulder configuration is stable under
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the design-wave conditions expected at this location and whether individual rocks could be 
displaced inland or along the promenade during major wave events.  

If there has been no such stability analysis, please explain why and arrange for one before winter. 

6. Beach Boulevard storm drains require immediate inspection and cleaning. Multiple 
drains along Beach Boulevard presently contain substantial detritus, sand and debris. I am 
attaching photographs/video documenting standing water and previous flooding adjacent to 
residences and parked vehicles.  

The City's own materials acknowledge that Beach Boulevard and West Sharp Park have experienced 
flooding from combined rain, high tides, storm surge and large swells, and that the City's storm-drain 
infrastructure is an integral part of the Beach Boulevard resiliency system. 

I request that Public Works, before the winter season: 

inspect and clean every storm-drain inlet and affected outfall along Beach Boulevard and 
Clarendon Road; remove accumulated sand and debris; inspect the underground lines for 
blockage or damage; document the work by location and date; and establish a recurring pre-
storm inspection/cleaning schedule. 

The City should also state whether the existing storm-drain system has sufficient capacity when 
intense rainfall coincides with elevated tide, wave overtopping and storm surge. 

7. California Coastal Commission involvement. I recognize that the Coastal Commission does 
not own the Pacifica Municipal Pier and is not itself the City's public-works department. 
However, the Commission has significant responsibility under the Coastal Act for coastal 
public access and development, shoreline-protection permitting and coastal-resource 
protection.  

Coastal Act §30210 requires maximum coastal access consistent with public safety. Section 30235 
addresses revetments, seawalls and other shoreline protective structures needed to protect existing 
structures and public beaches in danger from erosion. 

Please therefore state: 

whether the recent riprap relocation was authorized by the Commission or under Pacifica's 
delegated coastal permitting authority; whether an emergency permit or authorization was 
involved; what further permits are required for temporary and permanent Pier/seawall 
protection; and what the North Central Coast District will do to expedite legally compliant 
emergency and permanent protection while preserving public coastal access. 

8. Immediate winter preparedness is warranted by current NOAA projections. NOAA's 
Climate Prediction Center currently has an El Niño Advisory in effect and forecasts El Niño to 
strengthen through the end of 2026. NOAA currently assigns an 81% probability of a very 
strong El Niño during October–December 2026, with a 97% probability that El Niño 
persists into early spring 2027.  

That does not mean every individual storm will cause extreme flooding. It does mean that waiting until 
damaging waves and rainfall are actually occurring is an unacceptable time to begin inspecting 
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drains, assessing unstable shoreline protection, identifying funding or determining how to stabilize an 
already compromised Pier. 

Pacifica already knows the consequences of combined high tides, large swells and heavy rainfall. 
The City's own records document previous water entering garages and homes along Beach 
Boulevard, Clarendon, Palmetto and Elder. 

9. Public accountability and schedule. I request that the City establish a public Pier/Beach
Boulevard emergency infrastructure webpage or dashboard identifying:

current structural status; temporary stabilization measures; funding secured and funding gap; 
applications pending; permits required and received; upcoming milestones; storm-drain 
maintenance completed; shoreline/riprap work completed; and anticipated construction dates. 

This information should be updated at least monthly until the immediate hazards are addressed. 

California Government Code §§830, 835 and 835.2 make known dangerous conditions of public 
property and notice of those conditions legally significant. I am not attempting to predetermine liability 
or ignore statutory defenses. I am making certain that the conditions residents are observing—and 
that the City's own engineers have documented—are formally brought to the attention of the 
responsible agencies while there is still an opportunity to take preventative action. 

The question residents need answered is straightforward: What specifically will the City of 
Pacifica and the responsible state agencies do now—before winter—to prevent a foreseeable 
infrastructure failure from becoming a much more expensive emergency involving homes, 
roads, utilities or human life? 

Please provide a substantive written response to the questions above within 10 business days, or 
identify the responsible official and date by which each item will be answered. 

I have attached photographs and video documenting the current Pier damage, shoreline and boulder 
placement, and prior flooding/standing water adjacent to homes and vehicles. 

Thank you, 

Catherine Christiansen 
Pacifica, California 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Pacifica. Unless you recognize the 
sender's email address and know the content is safe, do not click links, open attachments or reply.  



Following video attachments were included in email public comment but could not be included in 
public comments packet:

Beach-Clarendon Flood.mp4

Flooding Beach Blvd1.mp4

Woman Almost Swept Away.mp4

spray hitting boardwalk and boulder pile.mp4
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