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From: Deirdre Martin_

Sent: Monday, July 13, 2026 1:09 PM

To: Public Comment

Subject: Please try and keep the safe parking program

[CAUTION: External Email]

Pacifica is experiencing some angry public pushback aimed at the homeless as we
consider closing encampments at Linda Mar Beach and on Esplanade. If possible, refer to
the article from Coastside News which covers community concerns and speaks to an
escalating anger.

Our Mayor and City Manager are reaching out to other coastal communities, the Coastal
Commission, the County Exec office, and community advocates to gather information -
and there are plans to reach out further to the general public.

Many of you are aware of the Executive Summary of the 2026 Homeless Count which
identified that homelessness has increased in Pacifica and along the Coast. We know that
the Coast is somewhat unique:

- many homeless are working in coastal employment that is low paid but necessary to
sustain local economies,

- affordable housing is scarce and wages do not cover housing costs,

- and coastal transportation is limited.

Many coastal workers are paying 50% of their wages or more to live near their place of
work. With housing expensive and scarce, some have chosen to live in vehicles. Our

Homeless Outreach Team has identified individuals, families with young children, and
newborns living in motorhomes along the Coast of Unincorporated San Mateo County.

Homeless resources on the Coast are limited as compared to the Bayside. Our Coast has
one shelter, Coast House in Half Moon Bay, which currently has a 2-month waiting list.
Pacifica has the only Safe Parking Program (SPP), currently with 15 spaces, and funding
expires in September. The Homeless Outreach Team is doing great work to establish
relationships of trust and offer resources, but more work needs to be done.

Because of its success and the increased need on the Coast, advocates of the Pacifica
SPP would like to see the program extended and expanded. Without a local interim housing
option, closures of encampments will displace folks to other streets and other
communities as our unhoused seek to stay close to their employment and families.



- Deirdre Martin
Citizen Pacifica, CA
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