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Key Findings from a Citywide Survey Conducted June 6-11, 2026

Voter Attitudes Toward a Proposed 
Local Revenue Measure
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Survey Methodology

(Note: Not All Results Will Sum to 100% Due to Rounding)

Dates June 6-11, 2026

Survey Type Dual-mode Voter Survey         

Research Population Likely November 2026 Voters in the City of Pacifica

Total Interviews 438

Margin of Sampling Error (Full Sample) ±4.9% at the 95% Confidence Level

Contact Methods

Data Collection Modes

Survey Tracking 2008, 2016, 2019, 2022, 2024, and February 2026

Text
Invitations

Telephone
Calls

Email
Invitations

Telephone
Interviews

Online
Interviews
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Perceptions of Life in Pacifica 
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First, would you say things in the City of Pacifica are headed in the right direction, or do you feel they are off on the wrong track?

17%

29%

23%

22%

30%

31%

36%

31%

41%

37%

33%

48%

55%

46%

47%

43%

38%

21%

46%

38%

29%

23%

24%

23%

21%

31%

38%

June 2026

February 2026

June 2024

January 2024

April 2022

October 2019

February 2019

June 2016

November 2008

Right Direction Don't Know Wrong Track

Voters continue to be uncertain about where Pacifica is headed. 
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⁺Worded Slightly Different in Previous Surveys

14%

23%

28%

29%

38%

33%

39%

34%

33%

30%

40%

40%

37%

33%

38%

32%

41%

41%

32%

23%

17%

19%

13%

15%

15%

12%

13%

21%

13%

13%

13%

14%

12%

11%

9%

10%

June 2026

February 2026

June 2024

January 2024

April 2022

October 2019

February 2019

June 2016

November 2008

Excellent ⁺Good ⁺Fair Poor Don't Know

Excellent/
Good

24%

30%

31%

40%

35%

41%

37%

36%

44%

Next, please consider some different departments in the City of Pacifica. For each one, please indicate whether you think 
that department or unit is doing an excellent job, a pretty good job, an only fair job, or a poor job. 

Like in many communities throughout the state, voters appear 
more circumspect in their views of city government.

Pacifica City Government Overall
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^Not Part of Split Sample

43%

41%

38%

41%

36%

39%

32%

23%

26%

26%

28%

23%

28%

23%

25%

30%

16%

19%

19%

22%

24%

24%

21%

26%

13%

7%

12%

10%

12%

19%

15%

6%

12%

7%

Coastal erosion

The condition of the City’s seawall

City budget deficits

People living in vehicles parked on City streets

Inflation and the cost of living

The cost of housing

Sea level rise

^The condition of the local economy

Extremely Serious Problem Very Serious Problem Somewhat Serious Problem Not Too Serious Problem Don’t Know Extremely/Very 
Serious Problem

68%

67%

66%

64%

64%

63%

57%

53%

Next, please consider the following issues that some people suggest are problems facing Pacifica. For each one, 
please indicate whether you think it is an extremely serious problem, a very serious problem, 

a somewhat serious problem, or not too serious a problem for residents of Pacifica. 

Top voter concerns are coastal issues, deficits, 
the cost of living, and people living in parked vehicles.
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Next, please consider the following issues that some people suggest are problems facing Pacifica. For each one, please indicate whether you think it is an extremely serious problem, a very serious problem, 
a somewhat serious problem, or not too serious a problem for residents of Pacifica. ^Not Part of Split Sample

23%

22%

18%

15%

20%

12%

12%

10%

7%

29%

21%

22%

24%

17%

19%

12%

14%

7%

11%

34%

20%

28%

25%

35%

29%

21%

23%

12%

29%

13%

16%

30%

28%

28%

33%

53%

52%

35%

51%

22%

9%

8%

38%

6%

^Potholes and the condition of City streets

Waste and inefficiency in city government

Homelessness

The amount people pay in local taxes

Traffic congestion

Flooding

Too much growth and development

The threat of wildfire

911 emergency response times

^Crime

Extremely Serious Problem Very Serious Problem Somewhat Serious Problem Not Too Serious Problem Don’t Know Extremely/Very 
Serious Problem

52%

43%

41%

38%

37%

31%

24%

24%

14%

14%

Community Concerns (Continued)
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Next, please consider the following issues that some people suggest are problems facing Pacifica. For each one, please indicate whether you think it is an extremely serious problem, 
a very serious problem, a somewhat serious problem, or not too serious a problem for residents of Pacifica. ^Not Part of Split Sample; ⁺Worded Slightly Different in Previous Surveys

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

November 2008 June 2016 February 2019 April 2022 January 2024 June 2024 February 2026 June 2026

City budget deficits

⁺Waste and inefficiency in city government

The amount people pay in local taxes

(Extremely/Very Serious Problem)

Concerns about government efficiency and local taxes have held relatively 
steady in recent years, but city deficits are seen as much more pressing.
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⁺Worded Slightly Different in Previous Surveys

44%

29%

30%

33%

24%

39%

32%

31%

35%

34%

37%

34%

8%

15%

15%

10%

16%

6%

10%

14%

12%

13%

14%

12%

6%

11%

8%

9%

9%

8%

June 2026

February 2026

June 2024

January 2024

April 2022

⁺June 2016

Great Need Some Need A Little Need No Real Need Don't Know Great/
Some Need

A Little/
No Real Need

76% 18%

60% 29%

66% 26%

67% 23%

61% 30%

74% 19%

Next, in your personal opinion, do you think there is a great need, some need, a little need, or no real need 
for additional funds to provide the level of City services that Pacifica residents need and want?

There is an elevated sense that Pacifica 
needs more funding for city services.
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Initial Reactions to a 
Potential Ballot Measure
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Hypothetical Ballot Language Tested

Do you think you would vote yes or no on this measure? 

(Simple Majority Vote 50+1% Threshold)

Pacifica City Services Measure. To protect Pacifica’s long-term financial stability; 
fund police, fire, 911 emergency response; prioritize paving  streets in the worst 
conditions; keep parks, beaches and public spaces safe and clean; and for general 
government use, shall the City of Pacifica’s measure establishing a 1% (1¢) transactions 
and use (sales) tax, generating approximately $5,000,000 annually until ended 
by voters, with public disclosure and local control of funds, and independent 
annual audits, be adopted?
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60%

27%

14%

Yes

No

Undecided

Is that definitely or just probably yes?

Is that definitely or just probably no?

Do you lean toward voting yes or no?

Do you think you would vote yes or no on this measure? Follow-up question…

Do you think you would vote yes or no on this measure? 

Initially, three in five said they would 
vote yes on the potential measure…
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Do you think you would vote yes or no on this measure? 

35%

25%

6%

3%

7%

20%

5%

Definitely yes

Probably yes

Undecided, lean yes

Undecided, lean no

Probably no

Definitely no

Undecided

Total 
No

30%

Total 
Yes
66%

…support that increased to nearly two-thirds when 
undecided voters were asked which way they leaned.
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The Impact of Additional 
Information
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Do you think you would vote yes or no on this measure? 

66% 65%
61%

30%

28% 29%

5% 7% 9%

Initial Vote After Educational Statements After Critical Statements

Total Yes

Total No

Undecided

Support stayed above 60% after respondents were 
presented with educational and critical statements.
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57%

52%

38%

45%

46%

42%

30%

37%

41%

30%

34%

44%

36%

33%

37%

49%

41%

36%

11%

13%

13%

15%

18%

14%

19%

16%

13%

5%

7%

6%

6% 4%

Maintaining 911 fire and
 emergency medical response times

Maintaining storm drain to prevent flooding

Maintaining emergency response services

^Protecting Pacifica’s long-term financial stability

Funding emergency response services

Maintaining police services

Keeping parks and public spaces safe and clean

Funding fire protection services

Preventing the elimination of firefighter positions

Extremely Important Very Important Somewhat Important Not Too Important Don’t Know

^Not Part of Split Sample

Next, please consider some potential elements of this measure, including ways in which funds it generates could be spent. 
For each one, please indicate how important each one is to you personally, regardless of how you feel about the measure: 

either extremely important, very important, somewhat important, or not too important. 

Extremely/
Very Important

86%

85%

82%

81%

79%

79%

79%

78%

77%

Top measure spending areas were public safety, preventing 
flooding, and maintaining financial stability.
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39%

38%

35%

36%

36%

37%

30%

31%

26%

37%

39%

40%

39%

38%

36%

41%

37%

41%

21%

19%

21%

20%

14%

23%

23%

18%

20%

4%

6%

10%

5%

13%

11%

Keeping beaches safe and clean

Protecting Pacifica’s emergency preparedness

^Paving failing streets and roads in the
 worst conditions

Keeping pollution off trash and beaches

Maintaining 911 police response times

Maintaining public safety services

Attracting and retaining experienced emergency 
medical responders

Funding police services

^Investigating crime

Extremely Important Very Important Somewhat Important Not Too Important Don’t Know

Next, please consider some potential elements of this measure, including ways in which funds it generates could be spent. For each one, please indicate how important each one is to you personally, regardless of how 
you feel about the measure: either extremely important, very important, somewhat important, or not too important. ^Not Part of Split Sample

Extremely/
Very Important

76%

76%

75%

74%

74%

73%

71%

68%

66%

Many also prioritized keeping beaches safe and clean, 
and paving streets in the most need of repairs.
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32%

28%

29%

19%

15%

14%

7%

33%

36%

28%

35%

33%

25%

18%

17%

30%

30%

27%

35%

29%

35%

15%

5%

12%

18%

14%

29%

35% 6%

Preventing the elimination of police officer positions

Maintaining parks and playgrounds

Preventing flooding during winter storms

Providing services to prevent homelessness and 
provide housing assistance

Continuing to provide Community Emergency 
Response Team or CERT training classes to prepare 

residents for natural disasters

Providing temporary housing and support services for 
residents experiencing homelessness

Continuing to provide teen police academies to 
high school students

Extremely Important Very Important Somewhat Important Not Too Important Don’t Know

Next, please consider some potential elements of this measure, including ways in which funds it generates could be spent. For each one, please indicate how important each one is to you personally, regardless of how 
you feel about the measure: either extremely important, very important, somewhat important, or not too important. Split Sample

Extremely/
Very Important

65%

64%

57%

54%

48%

40%

25%

Other potential areas were seen as at lease “somewhat” important 
by majorities, but with far lower levels of intensity.
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Conclusions
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Conclusions

• Voters appear somewhat unsettled about how things are going in Pacifica, 
which is not uncommon in the current economic and electoral environment.

• However, there is a heighten sense that the City has appreciable funding 
needs, with many voters increasingly concerned about city budget deficits.

• It is with this backdrop that more than three in five voters surveyed 
indicated they would support a potential one-cent sales tax measure.

• This support was durable in the face of criticisms, with a strongly held desire 
to maintain Pacifica’s long-term financial stability, in addition to investments 
in maintaining public safety services, flood prevention, keeping beaches and 
other public spaces safe and clean, and repaving streets in the worst 
condition.
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