March 23, 2026
City Council Meeting

Public Comments
Study Session -

Beautification Advisory Committee
Written Comments Received By 12pm on 03/23/2026
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From: Cindy Abbott _

Sent: Sunday, March 22, 2026 11:23 AM

To: Boles, Christine; Bier, Mary; Beckmeyer, Sue; Espinosa, Mayra; Wright, Greg

Cc: Public Comment

Subject: City of Pacifica City Council Meeting, March 23, 2026, Study Session, Support for Adopt

a Tree Program

[CAUTION: External Email]

Dear Mayor Boles and City Council Members,

So delighted to see the proposed Adopt-A-Tree program be reviewed for addition to the
Beautification Advisory Committee’s Charter. The program is an appropriate response to
support the growth of the city’s urban forest while ensuring that trees planted are cared for
without significant need for staff support. (*And a return of a historic approach in Pacifica of
volunteers and greening.)

The Adopt-a-Tree program supports the city’s goals, specifically:
Goal 2 | Improve and Steward City infrastructure, streets and facilities

The infrastructure of any city of course includes streets, storm drains, lights fixtures, walkways,
benches, etc. And it also includes one of our most important natural features, vibrant and
thriving trees.

Trees provide long term critical benefits, from shade to deal with heat, improving air quality
and carbon storage, and economic benefit by creating welcoming spaces for humans and
wildlife that also improve social health. As with all infrastructure, it needs to be cared for and
maintained.

Adding an Adopt a Tree program to the Beautification Advisory Committee area of focus will
support the City of Pacifica to achieve this overall City goal AND the goals set forth in the
Climate Action and Resiliency Plan that you approved last year.

It’s also a means to achieve the over-arching intention of the Keep Pacifica Beautiful program
that is:



... to enhance the natural beauty of the coastside, capitalize on the use of non invasive,
native, drought tolerant plant materials, consider existing environments and micro
climates and create wildlife habitats. The theme creates an overall sense of place, unity
and community pride and a desire for continued stewardship and beautification of the
community. It is anticipated that completed (BTF) projects will also leave a positive and
lasting impression for visitors and contribute to enhancing economic development in
our community.

Beautification Task Force,
2012 Beautification Plan
Page 3

Recognizing the staffing challenges inherent in the City, the structured support of volunteers
to care and nurture an expanded tree canopy is a win-win-win for the City of Pacifica.

e A win to utilize an enthusiastic group of volunteers who want to be engaged and
give back to the City (as was practiced in the 1970’s and 1980’s);

e A win to provide the opportunity for staff to remain focused on other projects with
newly planted trees being watered/cared for by the residents where the tree is
planted;

e A win to bring Economic benefit to the community; and,

e A win for the Environment and efforts to minimize the impact of the Climate Crisis

With a unanimous vote of the Beautification Advisory Committee to add this program to their
Charter, please vote to do so.

Thank you for your consideration,

Cindy Abbott
West Sharp Park

*Some fun historical perspective: You will see below where the greening of Pacifica, with the
early start to developing an urban tree canopy, began with a partnership between the City of
Pacifica PBR Department (that at the time had park field services/maintenance under their
umbrella) and community volunteers who took part in street tree plantings, and public space
plantings in the early 1980’s through a program via the Pacifica Tribune. Even back in the
1970’s it was well known that providing trees to community members to create the street tree
program would bring success to the program with a 90% success rate!



1,100 Trees Planted in Scout,
Tribune, City ‘Green’ Project

agle Scout candidate Mark
Cacicedo and three junior scouts
planted more than 1,100 Scotch pine,
Douglas fir and redwood trees in the
rain-drenched soil of Frontierland
Park and Imperial Park Friday and
Saturday

It was the next to last event in a
Tribune subscription campaign and
“Greening of Pacifica” effort that
began last July

The final act will be the
presentation of a check from the
Tribune to the local Scouting
movement for at least $1,100.00 to
help fund programming.

THE SUBSCRIPTION-tree plan
was the brain-child of Tribune
business manager Shirley Trapani,
the campaign got underway last
summer with a crew of telephone
solicitors offering non-Tribune
subscribers an opportunity to have a
vear-old tree planted and a $
contribution made to the local Scout
program in their name by sub-
scribing to the Tribune for a six-
month period. Portola district
leaders approved the planting as a
Scout project

PB&R Yirector Don Cadman

made arrangements with the state
Forestry Service for the trees and
Park Superintendent Dominique
provided

Hauscarriague the

necessary soil, with gallon cans
provided by the kitchens of the
Laguna Salada elementary schools.
Cacicedo tended the young sprouts
in his Victoria Way backyard during
the dry summer months and most of
the winter

The plan had called for planting
the trees sometime in early fall,
soon after the first significant rain
storm had passed through.
However, the first rain was un
seasonably late and Cadman and
Hauscarriague determined the
moisture penetration of the soil was
not adequate until last weekend.

WITH HIS [ather, Pele,
chairman of the Portola District of
the Boy Scouts, and helpers Mike
McGuire, David McKelleps and
Deane Walker, Cacicedo planned
and supervised the care and
watering of the constricted plantings
and the planting Friday afternoon
and Saturday

The trees were planted along a
burned out area of the second level
of Frontierland Park and the hill
behind the Boys Club in Park
Pacifica and along the hillside in
Imperial Park in the Fairmont area.

As the final step in his qualifying
effort for the highest rank in
Scouting, Cacicedo took the tree
planting supervisory job as his

community service project

CERTIFICATES, noting that a
tree had been plunlt-d and dedicated
in their name, “who has made a
contribution to perpetuation of the
beauty and natural dignity of the
City of Pacifica,”” were mailed to
contributors as the trees were being
readied for planting. The cer
tificates were signed by Mayor Ellie
McGuire Clark, the elder Cacicedo
for the Boy Scout Council, and
Circulation Manager Bob Ver
deckberg for the Tribune.

The presentation of the money to
the Scouts will be made at a Boy
Scout Round Table at Linda Mar
school on Thursday, March 5.

Cacicedo said the money will be
used primarily for the 500 or more
boys in eight Cub packs and 11 Boy
Scout troops to eliminate the
necessity of fees for overnight
campouts and multiple Cub events
that have required entry fees be
charged of the youngsters.

The young Cacicedo is a 16-year-

old junior at Sacred Heart high |

school in San Francisco. His junior

helpers, McKelleps and Walker, are |

both eighth graders at Ortega school
and McGuire is an eighth grader al
Vallemar school

Greening of Pacifica in Progress

Ifs ery tree planted represented one new Tribune sub.

cription—and $¢ for the Portola district Boy Scout

organization, Tribune photo,
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Scouts Eam Honors and Dollars

Planting trees is hard work as Boy Scout crew demon.
strated on a Pacifica hillside last weekend, Ground was
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CONSERVE
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We will recycle your
old papers when you
place tied bundled
newspapers beside
your can, or deliver

Coastside
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2305 Polmetto Ave.
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TRASH?

Call 355-3262
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prepared above for some of the more than 1,100 trees
which are now growing in Pacifica. Tribune photo,
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./.I The Terra Nova Music Boosters

INVITE YOU
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AND

BID AND BUY
AUCTION

It's fun...You'll get bargains

You'll help the Terra Nova Jaxzx Band

TOMORROW NIGHT —

Thers., Feb. 18, 6:00 p.m.

at Terra Nova H.S. Cafetorium

s tor adults
Kids, 8th grode and under, §!
® Senior Citizens $)

Tickets at door

or from any Terra Nova band member

Spaghetti, French Bread, Solod, Punch,

Here ore just some of the donoted items
Bid ond Buy: Bongos— T-Shirts

hairstyling

Automobile-—and much more

‘ This ad courtesy of Marc Realty, 155.5445
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$20 gift certiticates for
Tantoran Theatre tickets—Much Paint—
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fingers refused to heal.

taken a three week medical
| leave and will be back at woik
|Sept. 2. Director of Public
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Works Norm Rubel said that
while Charlie 18 laid vp, Sam
Blackwell is in charge of
things down at the plant.

_.-(J-—.
Street Tree Plan

A PLAN TO PLANT trees
along city streets is being pre-
pared for councilmen by Park
supt., Sylvester Duplessis; he
hopes to have the proposal be-
fore them Aug. 26. About
in revenue sharing
funds is available, to he spent
over three years.

Duplessis will suggest start-
ing the planting on major
well-traveled streets all over
the city. Since planting ease-
ments belong to individual
land owners, the city will
have to get written permission
from each before planting. In
return for a free five gallon
tree, planting and mainten-
ance, owners will have 1o
water the trees. Duplessis

He's)|

=

says in his experience this
system works pretty well;
about 90 per cent of the peo-
ple who say they’ll water, do.

Homeowners can choose the
type of tree they want to be
planted in front of their
homes from about 20 varieties,
but they have to pick a type
that's suitable for the climate,
of course. Uniformity — the
same variety of tree up and
down a street — is less favor-
ed now than it used to be,
says Duplessis. For one thing,
it's not always practical. If
some sort of blight comes
along that's particularly injur-

jous to one Kkind of tree, it's|.

likely to leave the area dev-
astated,

-
Edsel Complaint

Re Public Works
THE

Edsell, has told Mayor Au-
brey Lumley that the commis-
sion needs more staff assist:

CHAIRMAN of the|
Planning Commission, George|
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Landscapers.
Iree Starts
Are Coming

sporadiec and heavily patron-
ized Park, Beach and Recrea-
tion Department’s assist to
landscape - minded Pacificans,

will be open at the Pedro|o

ath| Beach parking lot, again, this|

' Saturday and next.

‘pine, Monterey pine, Beach

P (or Shore) pine and Coast red-

“wood will be available off the
‘bed of a truck, along with a
leaflet of instructions on

| planting and care.

N

al

| Grown and acclimated es
‘|pccia11y for the Coastside cli-
| mate in the State nursery in|c

‘Santa Cruz county, the start-

'm;z trecs are offered for a

three cents per tree donation,
A donation of two cents is
asked for a gallon can for the
initial planting.

The truck will be stationed
on the parking lot from 9
a.m. to noon, March 4 and 11.
Seedling varieties will be
available as the stock on hand
holds out. The Beach pine,
not as well known as the
other wvarieties, iIs a smaller
and bushier tree which grows
to eight or 10 feet and spreads
over a diameter of about seven
feet,
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The tree-seedling “sale,” the
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Pacificals
Growing Greener!

Subscribe to the

Award-Winning

Pacifica Tribune

...and we
k you.
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Has Been
Enthusiastic.

We’re proud

to
renew this

fine offer.
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Plant a Tree
In Pacifica!

Here's an unusual bonus offer to new subscribers to the Pacifica Tribune
N S bscribe for six me nths and a foot high | youalas Fir, Redwoo | or

' Seoteh Pine will be [}]rm!t*ti hy the Pacifica 4 H as part of the continuing
offort of the Pacifica Parks, Bea hes and Recreation Dept. to

1~.n'k']ﬁ Pacifica areen

newspaper, every Wednesday moming for siX i nths

59 Aura Vista

I'tees obtained through ¢ poperation of Parks. Beaches & Recreation Depart
ment. Pacifica, which endorses this planting prograit ['rees will be planted
in the fall at times recommended by PR&R Dept. Trees have an
approximate retail commercial valug of $2.50 each
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The newspaper people read all the way through




	StudySession_BAC
	1_Abbott-Cindy




