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From: Cindy Abbott 
Sent: Sunday, March 22, 2026 11:23 AM
To: Boles, Christine; Bier, Mary; Beckmeyer, Sue; Espinosa, Mayra; Wright, Greg
Cc: Public Comment
Subject: City of Pacifica City Council Meeting, March 23, 2026, Study Session, Support for Adopt 

a Tree Program

[CAUTION: External Email] 

Dear Mayor Boles and City Council Members,

So delighted to see the proposed Adopt-A-Tree program be reviewed for addition to the 
Beautification Advisory Committee’s Charter.  The program is an appropriate response to 
support the growth of the city’s urban forest while ensuring that trees planted are cared for 
without significant need for staff support.  (*And a return of a historic approach in Pacifica of 
volunteers and greening.)

The Adopt-a-Tree program supports the city’s goals, specifically: 

Goal 2 | Improve and Steward City infrastructure, streets and facilities

The infrastructure of any city of course includes streets, storm drains, lights fixtures, walkways, 
benches, etc.  And it also includes one of our most important natural features, vibrant and 
thriving trees.

Trees provide long term critical benefits, from shade to deal with heat, improving air quality 
and carbon storage, and economic benefit by creating welcoming spaces for humans and 
wildlife that also improve social health.  As with all infrastructure, it needs to be cared for and 
maintained. 

Adding an Adopt a Tree program to the Beautification Advisory Committee area of focus will 
support the City of Pacifica to achieve this overall City goal AND the goals set forth in the 
Climate Action and Resiliency Plan that you approved last year.  

It’s also a means to achieve the over-arching intention of the Keep Pacifica Beautiful program 
that is:



2

… to enhance the natural beauty of the coastside, capitalize on the use of non invasive, 
native, drought tolerant plant materials, consider existing environments and micro 
climates and create wildlife habitats.  The theme creates an overall sense of place, unity 
and community pride and a desire for continued stewardship and beautification of the 
community.  It is anticipated that completed (BTF) projects will also leave a positive and 
lasting impression for visitors and contribute to enhancing economic development in 
our community.   
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Recognizing the staffing challenges inherent in the City, the structured support of volunteers 
to care and nurture an expanded tree canopy is a win-win-win for the City of Pacifica. 

       A win to utilize an enthusiastic group of volunteers who want to be engaged and 
give back to the City (as was practiced in the 1970’s and 1980’s); 

       A win to provide the opportunity for staff to remain focused on other projects with 
newly planted trees being watered/cared for by the residents where the tree is 
planted; 
       A win to bring Economic benefit to the community; and,  
       A win for the Environment and efforts to minimize the impact of the Climate Crisis  

With a unanimous vote of the Beautification Advisory Committee to add this program to their 
Charter, please vote to do so.   

Thank you for your consideration, 

Cindy Abbott 
West Sharp Park 

*Some fun historical perspective:  You will see below where the greening of Pacifica, with the 
early start to developing an urban tree canopy, began with a partnership between the City of 
Pacifica PBR Department (that at the time had park field services/maintenance under their 
umbrella) and community volunteers who took part in street tree plantings,  and public space 
plantings in the early 1980’s through a program via the Pacifica Tribune.  Even back in the 
1970’s it was well known that providing trees to community members to create the street tree 
program would bring success to the program with a 90% success rate!  
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