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From: John Michael Mamaril Lee <jlee136@sfsu.edu>

Sent: Thursday, March 5, 2026 12:34 PM

To: Public Comment

Subject: March 6, 2026 - Public Comment - Tobacco Retail License Program
Attachments: Public Comment - Strategic Plan Update (Tobacco Retail License Program).pdf

[CAUTION: External Email]
Good Afternoon,

I am emailing to submit my public comment for tomorrow's meeting. If there is anything else | need to do,
please let me know.

Have a great day,

John Lee

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Pacifica. Unless you recognize the
sender's email address and know the content is safe, do not click links, open attachments or reply.



City Council Study Session - March 7, 2026

City of Pacifica Strategic Plan Update - General Public Comment

Dear Mayor Boles and Members of the City Council,

My name is John Michael Lee. [ am a Public Health student at San Francisco State
University and a current intern at Daly City Youth Health Center (DCYHC). I am submitting a
public comment to respectfully urge the council to strengthen Pacifica’s Tobacco Retail License
(TRL) program as part of the Strategic Plan priorities, specifically under Goal 1: Enhance
Organizational and Fiscal Stability.

First, I would like to acknowledge DCYHC for all of their work to advance youth equity,
health, and prevention through innovative, family-centered, and community-based practices. The
data below is related to the work of the Youth Health Center and the San Mateo County Tobacco
Prevention Program. Both of these organizations work to help youth and families deal with
environmental and systems-level risks before they become health problems.

Since August 2025, there have been a total of 76 youth from Pacifica who have received
brief intervention services due to vaping, with 41 of them returning for additional sessions.
Repeat visits indicate that there is a continuous problem with nicotine dependency and sustained
exposure. As a Public Health student, viewing these numbers is not just about statistics, but it is
also an indicator of environmental risk factors that require structural solutions.

The 2025 Tobacco Retailer Observation Report for Pacifica highlights a major concern
within local retail environments:

- 67.9% feature branded tobacco shelving and 39.3% offer price promotions inside stores

- 75% place tobacco products near the main checkout area



- 78.6% sell menthol cigarettes, and 78.6% sell little cigars or cigarillos
- 82.1% of retailers sell tobacco products
- 89.3% sell at least one flavored non-cigarette tobacco product

The data reflects a significant gap in enforcement and the overexposure to nicotine and
vaping products in retailers. This overexposure is a significant contributor to the increased use of
nicotine products by young people, and as a result, the potential for vape products to act as a
gateway to smoking.

Strengthening the Tobacco Retail License fee to account for evolving tobacco and vape
issues is a public health and fiscal strategy. Adjusting the TRL fee would reflect current
enforcement, administrative costs, and compliance monitoring to ensure that costs do not burden
the General Fund. It is essential to align the TRL with current retailers and hold them
accountable by prioritizing citywide enforcement inspections to protect the youth

I respectfully urge the Council to review and strengthen Pacifica’s Tobacco Retail

License program as part of its Strategic Plan priorities.

Sincerely,
John Michael Lee

Daly City Youth Health Center Intern



From: Catherin Paz Espinoza <cpazespinoza@sfsu.edu>

Sent: Thursday, March 5, 2026 11:44 PM
To: Public Comment

Subject: Public Comment- Catherin Paz
Attachments: Public Comment.pdf

[CAUTION: External Email]

Get Outlook for iOS

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Pacifica. Unless you recognize the
sender's email address and know the content is safe, do not click links, open attachments or reply.



City Council Study Session - March 07, 2026
City of Pacifica Strategic Plan Update: General Public Comment

Hello members of the City and Council of Pacifica. My name is Catherin Paz and I am a Public
Health major at San Francisco State University. I am here on the behalf of the Daly City Youth
Health Center as a current intern where we use brief intervention and harm reduction strategies

to educate the youth and help them recognize and change substance use patterns.

Today I am here to ask that you take into consideration an enforcement on the tobacco retail
license and apply a substantial fee in the city of Pacifica. Back in the year 2000 the city of
Pacifica implemented a tobacco retail license which per retail store cost around $300. As the year
have passed by the current fee has gone down and now stands below $300. With the service fee
being below $300 it’s insufficient to cover the cost for inspections, compliance checks that are

ran by the city, and cover the cost of proper enforcement.

In a report by San Mateo tobacco prevention program the city of Pacifica had a high percentage
of retailers selling tobacco products with retail stores being self administered & enforced. 17.9
sold vaping products, another 17.9% sold nicotine disposables, 14.3% sold E-liquids, 78.6% sold
menthol Cigarettes, and 75% sold non-menthol cigarettes. This puts Pacifica at a high risk for
substance use especially amoung the youth according to the Pacifica Prevention Partnership.
Since August 2025 they have seen 76 youth from Pacifica for brief intervention services because
of vaping. Since that time 41 of those teenagers have returned and have obtained additional

services. This is because tobacco is easily accessible, and being sold at a high rate in Pacifica.

Without a high service fee, teenagers will continue to have access to tobacco products and will
continue to remain a significant issue. With the tobacco retail license remaining at a low price
this means retail stores can continue to afford and to sell tobacco affecting the whole population
not only those consumers. With the use of all these tobacco products being in reach its causing
many health issue including cancer, lung disease, and many respiratory issues. Its important that

action is taken now and we take into consideration implementing a substancial service fee to



protect our youth and the overall city population. The future health of our community depends on

us and I ask you board members to help us take action now.

Sincerly,
Catherin Paz Espinoza

Daly City Youth Health Center Intern



From: Taylor Seabaush I

Sent: Friday, March 6, 2026 7:59 AM
To: Public Comment
Subject: March 7 2026 - Comment on Goal Setting for Climate Adaptation

[CAUTION: External Email]

Hi, my name is Taylor Seabaugh - [ am a resident in Sharp Park. The city of Pacifica would benefit greatly
from having more tree canopy and tree lined streets throughout our community. I would like to request
that Council approve the Canopy Goal and Actions in the Climate Action and Resilience Plan including the
25% Canopy Goal for Pacifica’s urban forest. In addition, there have been countless examples of trees
being under-cared for and not surviving because the city lacks the funding to properly care for these
investments. It is for this reason that I also urge the Council to approve the Adopt a Tree subcommittee
within the BAC, so that volunteers can help the city reach these critical goals.

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Pacifica. Unless you recognize the
sender's email address and know the content is safe, do not click links, open attachments or reply.



From: Maria Jodel Tabornal Gaffud <mgaffud@sfsu.edu>

Sent: Friday, March 6, 2026 10:24 AM

To: Public Comment

Subject: City of Pacifica Strategic Plan Update 03/07/2026
Attachments: Tobacco Retails Public Comment.pdf

[CAUTION: External Email]
Hello,

My name is Maria Jodel Gaffud, a senior public health student from SFSU, and | am emailing my public
general comment for the City of Pacifica Strategic Plan Update Council Meeting, happening on
03/07/2026. Attached to this email is a pdf of my comment. Thank you, and have a good day.

Sincerely,
Maria Jodel Gaffud (she/her)
San Francisco State University Student

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Pacifica. Unless you recognize the
sender's email address and know the content is safe, do not click links, open attachments or reply.



City Council Study Session 03/07/2026
City of Pacifica Strategic Plan Update: General Public Comment

Hello, my name is Maria Jodel Gaffud and I am an SFSU public health student currently
interning at the Daly City Youth Health Center, where our mission centers around promoting
youth health, preventing risk behaviors, and creating safe spaces where young people can receive
guidance, health education, and care. We encourage and aim for a safe and thriving environment
that supports their long-term health and well-being.

One issue that directly affects youth health is the tobacco access and regulation in
Pacifica. As of the year 2000, Pacifica’s Retail license fee was set at $300, and since then, the fee
has essentially decreased because of current costs in the year 2026. If this fee has not
substantially increased in order to reflect the current costs of enforcement, the city might lack the
resources needed to make sure retailers comply with tobacco regulations. Without a proper fee
structure adopted, it becomes more difficult for the city to conduct compliance checks and
enforce policies that ultimately help prevent youth access to tobacco products.

When tobacco products are easier to access due to the lack of regulation, young people
are at a greater risk of starting to use nicotine, which can not only lead to addiction, but other
long-term health problems as well. Tobacco use is a major preventable cause of diseases such as
heart disease, lung disease, and cancer, which affect the health of the broader population.
Pacifica’s ability to ensure strong enforcement of tobacco retail regulations helps protect both the
youth and the whole community by reducing access, limiting exposure, and supporting healthier

environments for all.

Sincerely,
Maria Jodel Gaffud
Daly City Youth Health Center Intern
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