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Random thoughts and ideas for Pacifica City Council
Respectfully submitted by Carol Fregl

Escrow account/fund to repave streels affected by construction: Have
developers or contractors dedicate a percentage of profits for repaving streets
torn up by heavy equipment in the process of building.

Neighborhood advisory council: Each neighborhood could have a representative
on an advisory panel to represent concerns, ideas, or neighborhood business to
be considered by council.

Better publicity for small businesses: A concerted effort by PR person to
publicize small businesses

Low income housing near public transportation: Near bus stops, etc. EX.
Spanky’s Diner spot

Housing, not hotels, for future development: Hotels are too competitive already
Hotels would benefit from fewer corporate owned Airbnbs: As noted above.

Surf Dog Contest should be Pacifica run or administered: More concern for
crowd control, traffic, and logistics. Require organizer to pay for police, beach
clean up, additional garbage pick up, etc.

Have local schools charge for parking in their lots, etc. for all public events and
use the money for the schools.

Have Moose Lodge offer paid parking for Mori Point on weekends
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November 10, 2025
Dear Council Members for the City of Pacifica:

Part of the Conditions of Approval for the development project at 801 Fassler Avenue was
to:

a) Record a deed restriction for the ‘restoration parcel’;
b) Restore this 4-acre restoration parcel to native vegetation; and

¢) Build a hiking trail that crossed through the restoration parcel (and create a picnic
area) for the residents of 801 Fassler Avenue and Seacrest Townhomes to use.

The approved Mitigation Measures requiring the habitat restoration work, the site plan and
a copy of the approved Habitat Restoration Plan components are included at the end of this
letter. The approved Habitat Restoration Plan includes specific requirements for extensive
weed control, native plant seed collection and replanting of native plant species.

Unfortunately, to date, the City has not enforced the Conditions of Approval on this project,
and the developer for the project, Samir Sharma, did not fulfill the habitat restoration or
trail building requirements on the property. The area that was to be restored is actually in
much worse shape now than it was before grading of the development began, as the
developer did not do any follow up work after removing the old asphalt road (that was the
‘old Fassler Road’), which the new hiking trail alignment would follow. This area was heavily
disturbed by heavy equipment by the developer in 2019/2020 and is now a massive
pampas grass infestation that is spreading to other properties (photos 1 and 2).

It is obvious to anyone that visits the site that the site has not been restored. The same
fennel and French broom infestations that were present 3 years ago, have only expanded,
while the pampas grass has exploded. There is no evidence of any replanting or weed
control work having been conducted within the restoration parcel.

I worked as a biologist on this project from 2018 to the end of 2022 - and as a community
member and resident of Seacrest, | worked with the developer and the City to develop the
habitat restoration plan and the idea for the trail. The community at Seacrest and the
residents of Pacifica were promised that this land would be protected and restored to
native habitat and they would have new hiking trail to enjoy. But none of this work has been
completed (and most of it was not even initiated).
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I notified the developer of the habitat restoration and trail building requirements on several
occasions, and | have several emails over the course of 3 years where | was told repeatedly
that this work ‘would all be conducted later”. However this work was never done, and in
late 2022, | was told | was no longer needed on the project. | notified the City on several
occasions through phone calls to planner Bonny O’Connor and others, that the developer
was not following through with any of the required restoration or trail building work.
Unfortunately, | was not able to get anyone at the city to respond to this issue.

The ecological devastation caused by pampas grass infestations should not be
underestimated. Pampas grass infestations at 801 Fassler and at the Harmony @One
project site, have created vast ecological dead zones. There is very little food/shelter
habitat value that pampas grass provides for our local wildlife, and it forms massive
monocultures that wipe out our native plant communities”.

It appears that no one at the city inspected this land, otherwise there is no way the builder
should have been allowed an occupancy permit for the development, as it was obvious
they had not met any of the Conditions of Approval for the trail and implementing the
Habitat Restoration Plan.

A lot of hard work was done by community members, planning staff, planning
commissioners and consultants to come up with suitable mitigation measures to offset the
impacts of this development. As a wildlife biologist who has worked on the coastside for
over 30 years, and a community member that supported the project I'm extremely
disappointed. The developer for 801 Fassler Avenue should be held accountable to
implement the Habitat Restoration Plan and build the hiking trail as required, and make
sure the ‘Restoration Parcel’ is protected and managed for weed infestations in the future,

Thank you for your consideration of this matter,

Sincerely,

Patrick Kobernus

" https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Plants/Dont-Plant-Me/Pampas-Grass
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Photo 1. Pampas grass infestation on restoration parel,
801 Fassler Avenue, Pacifica, CA.
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Photo 2. Pampas grass infestation on restoration parcel, 801 Fassler Avenue,
Pacifica, CA.
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