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From: Coffey, Sarah
Sent: Monday, September 22, 2025 9:03 AM
To: Public Comment
Subject: FW: ESA's Updated Coastal Hazard Maps

From: Jeff Guillet   
Sent: Saturday, September 20, 2025 6:55 PM 
To: _City Council <citycouncil@ci.pacifica.ca.us> 
Cc: Coffey, Sarah <scoffey@pacifica.gov>; Richard Harris Jr. <richard@sfpublicgolf.org> 
Subject: ESA's Updated Coastal Hazard Maps 

[CAUTION: External Email] 

City Clerk, Sarah Coffey – Please add these comments to the public record. Thank you. 

Dear Mayor Beckmeyer and City Councilmembers, 

Thank you for your service to Pacifica. I understand from the Sept 22, 2025, City Council Agenda that ESA is being 
contracted to update Pacifica’s Coastal Vulnerability Zone (CVZ) maps and create a new Tsunami Inundation Zone 
(TIZ) map. These maps are part of the certified LCLUP and are based on the best available science regarding: 

 Sea-level rise projections
 Groundwater emergence
 Tsunami risk
 Coastal erosion and flooding

Previous maps created by ESA contained many inaccuracies. Specifically, they were based on 5.5ft of sea level 
rise, during a 100-year storm, and most importantly, did not account for existing shoreline protections, such as the 
Sharp Park Golf Course berm. Bob Batalia (ESA) claimed that it was too difficult for ESA to model it correctly. They 
rely on flat “bear earth” models that do not account for existing shoreline protections, existing geographic 
features, or existing structures. It was because of these errors that the city attorney added a disclaimer to each of 
the original CVZ maps, stating that because the maps do not account for existing shoreline protections they are 
not to be used for real estate, financing, or insurance transactions, or other 
uses such as navigation, permitting, or regulatory uses. 

The 5.5ft of sea level rise ESA used in the original maps was based on OPC’s 2017 Sea Level Rise Guidance. In 
2024, OPC updated that guidance downward to predict 1.6 to 3.1ft of sea level rise. If ESA remakes that CVZ maps 
properly, accounting for lower predicted SLR and existing shoreline protections, geological features, and existing 
structures, the SLR inundation maps would logically show much less inundation. 
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The Tsunami Inundation Zone (TIZ) maps are to be based on state modeling and historical data. The U.S. 
Geological Survey (USGS) conducted a comprehensive tsunami history study in 2013–2014 as part of the SAFRR 
(Science Application for Risk Reduction) Tsunami Scenario Project. The study aimed to uncover geologic evidence 
of past tsunamis along the California coast, including areas in Pacifica. No direct tsunami deposits were found in 
Pacifica during this study, indicating that there is no history of a tsunami ever affecting Pacifica. ESA must 
consider this in its risk modeling, as well as account for existing shoreline protections, geological features, and 
existing structures. 
 
I appreciate your commitment to public safety and scientific accuracy. Your leadership in ensuring scientific rigor 
is vital. I respectfully urge you to direct ESA to incorporate these updated guidelines and protections. We need 
these maps to be accurate, that they use the new lower OPC SLR predictions and updated USGS CoSMoS data, 
and that they include existing shoreline protections and other geological features. Otherwise, the new maps will 
be as bad as ESA’s original maps and will still not represent the best available science. 
 
In summary, please ensure the new maps reflect the latest scientific guidance and real-world protections. I look 
forward to collaborative progress on these important updates. 
 
Thank you,  
 
Jeff Guillet 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Pacifica. Unless you recognize the 
sender's email address and know the content is safe, do not click links, open attachments or reply.  
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From: Nancy Tierney 
Sent: Monday, September 22, 2025 10:37 AM
To: Public Comment
Subject: Council meeting Sept 22 2025--Comment on Agenda Item #5

[CAUTION: External Email] 

Mayor, Council Members and Staff: 

I’d like to offer a few comments on the adoption of the California Building Standards Code and Fire Code. 
I appreciate the document provided in the agenda that compares the 2022 Pacifica Reach Code (PRC) to 
the 2025 California Green Building Standards Code. For the most part, I support the recommendations. 
The one I question deals with 2022 PRC PMC Sec. 8-7.06 - Amended CGBSC Sec 5.106 to add 5.106.13 
All Electric Buildings and the recommendation: Based on recent court rulings this PRC should not be 
renewed. The earlier Berkeley ruling has led cities throughout the Bay area and beyond to reevaluate their 
commitment to building electrification. And there have been varying responses. Among the Bay Area 
Reach Code options, the “Electric Ready” option offers a reasonable and relevant approach for Pacifica. 

More and more we are learning about the health consequences of gas in built environments. The Climate 
Health Network cites the following Health Benefits of Clean Energy: 

 Switching to renewable energy for electricity will clean our air and water, reduce illness,
and create more secure good-paying jobs.

 Switching to “low and no” emission vehicles and supporting active transportation
alternatives will decrease air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions (GHG).

 Electrifying homes and commercial buildings improves health by reducing exposure to
indoor and outdoor air pollution.

 Replacing gas stoves with induction stoves eliminates indoor air pollution.
 The more we electrify everything—and use green renewable energy to generate our

electricity—the healthier we all will be immediately and in the future!

So I urge us to do all we can to make ours a healthier community, including through the adoption of 
supportive Reach codes. 

Thanks for your consideration. 

Nancy Tierney 

Pacifica Resident 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Pacifica. Unless you recognize the 
sender's email address and know the content is safe, do not click links, open attachments or reply.  
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