March 1, 2025
City Council Meeting

Public Comments
Item 1 - Strategic Plan Update

Written Comments Received After 12pm on 02/28/2025
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My name is Gail Benton Shoemaker and | am speaking on behalf of of Tree
City Pacifica-

We are grateful to you for all your hard work including giving your Saturday
to the future plans for the city.

Under the Strategic Plan section- Pursue Climate Change Adaptation and
Mitigation we are glad to see that the Climate Action and Adaptation Plan,
or CAAP, is on track. The Climate Action Task Force has done an excellent
job.

Tree City Pacifica strongly supports the Tree Canopy Goal in the
Resilience and Adaptation section of the CAAP. A canopy goal of 25
percent is very reasonable for the urban area of Pacifica and demonstrates
our commitment to protect and grow our urban forest. We also support the
four actions listed under the canopy goal in the plan.

The first action is to update the existing Tree Ordinance to “protect,
preserve and replace trees” specifically to ensure that the canopy is
replaced when all protected trees are removed. We hoped this would
happen in 2025 but see in the Strategic plan that it is currently off track.
Please make it a priority for next year and include public collaboration
throughout the process.

The second action under that canopy goal is to incorporate Arbor Day and
Tree City USA into a city committee or commission that collaborates with
Tree City Pacifica to celebrate Arbor Day and fulfill Tree City USA
requirements. This shows Pacifica’s commitment to grow the canopy and
continue to be a Tree City USA into the future.

The third action is to work with a city committee to create an Adopt a Tree
Program enlisting citizens to adopt new city trees by signing watering
agreements. This will help Public Works care for street trees and be part of
the Street Tree Plan.

The fourth action is to create Urban Forest and Street Tree plans. Urban
Forest Master plans usually require a consultant and additional funding but
are well worth it. All of these four actions will help work towards the canopy
goal and pursue climate mitigation.



Tree City Pacifica has made another request at several goal setting
meetings that has not been addressed. Members who are Landscape
Architects, ISA arborists and master gardeners have all requested that the
city replace the arborist who retired. We are not asking for a full-time
arborist, but a staff member who works in another role who can also serve
as an arborist to care for the trees in our parks and on city property. Many
young trees in our parks have died due to lack of specific care. Please add
a staff person with arborist qualifications to the Organizational staff section
of the strategic plan. Thank you.



From: e Starobin

Sent: Sunday, March 2, 2025 11:19 AM
To: _City Council; Woodhouse, Kevin
Cc: Public Comment

Subject: Thanks

[CAUTION: External Email]

| wanted to thank the Council for all the time and thought you are giving to the new STR Ordinance. | read
about the Special Meeting that is planned and | really hope that will happen very soon!!. It's so important
to so many people.

And | hope that the limits on unhosted nights will be reduced from 90 to 60 at that meeting. This amount
is in line with Half Moon Bay and the Coastal Commission guidelines.

Thanks again, Julie Starobin, Pacific Manor

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Pacifica. Unless you recognize the
sender's email address and know the content is safe, do not click links, open attachments or reply.
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