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Summary

The Pacifica Quarry has been assessed for archaeological and cultural resources at numerous
points over the past almost 40 years. Holman (2002) most recently assessed the Quarry
property as part of the environmental review process for a previously proposed development
project. They determined that the Quarry property has been significantly altered as a result of
mining and other activities, which began more than two centuries ago.

Two pre-historic sites are located within the Quarry property on the eastern edge of the
property near Highway 1. However, both sites are heavily disturbed and may represent more
recent deposits; that is, the soils currently at these sites were excavated elsewhere and the soils
deposited on the Quarry property, retaining the artifacts reflecting a pre-historic condition. In
any case, the proposed reclamation work will not affect these resources as they are some
distance from the reclamation project site. Holman also noted that the property’s previous
function as Rockaway Quarry was a significant part of Pacifica’s history but that there are no
remaining significant features of the Rockaway Quarry. In short, the proposed project will not
affect any historical or cultural resources.



l. Introduction

A. Purpose

The reclamation of the Pacifica Quarry (the project) will be completed pursuant to the State
Mining Reclamation Act (SMARA) of 1975, as amended, and the City of Pacifica Mining and
Reclamation Ordinance. The project includes final grading, drainage, and revegetation
measures to leave the Quarry in a condition that is safe, stable, and readily adaptable to
alternate land uses as directed by SMARA.

The Pacifica Quarry has undergone a number of historical and cultural resource assessments.
This report will provide a summary of these assessment’s findings.

B. Location

The project is located in San Mateo County in the City of Pacifica approximately 10 miles
southwest of San Francisco (Figure 1). The project is located within the Montara Mountain
USGS 7.5 quadrangle.

The former Quarry (the project site) is a part of the approximately 87-acre Pacifica Quarry
property. The Quarry property is comprised of two parcels: the western parcel holds the Quarry
and the project site, while the Eastern Parcel, also known as the “Flats”, was graded in the past
for Quarry uses and other purposes (see below for more detail) but is not a part of the
reclamation project. The two parcels are separated by a parcel owned by the City of Pacifica,
which includes Calera Creek (repositioned from the interior of the Eastern Parcel in 2000) and
a paved walking/biking trail.

The project site is accessed from the northeastern end of San Marlo Way. Secondary access is
across the Eastern Parcel by an access road that exits Highway One south-bound 0.4 miles past
the Highways intersection with Reina Del Mar Avenue.

To the south, the project site is bordered by San Marlo Drive and the Rockaway Beach area
which includes public beach access, retail shops, restaurants, and a hotel. The Pacific Ocean
forms the western border of the property. Mori Point, part of the GGNRA, is located north of
the project site. A city-owned parcel that contains a wastewater treatment facility is east of the
site (Figure 2).

C. Site Description

The project site is a former mine dominated, by weedy, non-native plant species. For ease of
discussion, the site includes the following locations: the Quarry Face (the scarp left by mining
in the parcel center), the Quarry Pit (the bowl remaining in the bottom of the old quarry), the
East Flank (the hillside comprised on old quarry debris on the east slope of the quarry), the
Hilltop (the area located above the Quarry Face and East Flank), and the Southern Bluff, the old
edge of the Quarry on the south (Figure 3).

The Quarry Face is predominately an exposed and crumbling rock slope with approximately
170 feet in elevation gain. The lower two thirds of the Face is steep, comprised of loose rock
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and soil, and is sparsely vegetated. Approximately 120 feet above the old quarry floor, two
thirds of the way up the Face, an access road cuts horizontally across the Face. Above the road,
the Face climbs another 40 feet at a slightly lesser incline. The access road and upper slope have
moderate vegetation cover. Vegetation is predominately non-native and is dominated by
pampas grass (Cortaderia selloana).

The Quarry Pit is predominately flat and vegetated with non-native species. Steep slopes,
including the Face, surround the Pit to the north, west, and south. To the east, the Quarry Pit
abuts the City-owned parcel and Calera Creek. An approximately 7,800 square foot, 10 foot
deep depression is located near the eastern edge. North of the depression is an elevated,
predominately exposed rock surface. Approximately 20 cypress (Cupressus spp.) trees are
located along the southern border of the Quarry Pit. The Quarry Pit is dominated by non-native
vegetation including teasel (Dipsacus sativus), pampas grass, and perennial pepperweed
(Lepidium latifolium).

The East Flank is steeply sloped and is comprised predominately of exposed and unstable rock
and gains approximately 220 feet in elevation. At the bottom of the East Flank an access road
cuts across and up the slope. The road cuts north across the East Flank and then turns south
and continues across the Face. The grade of the slope varies throughout the section with
several small, relatively flat, plateaus. The section is scarcely vegetated; where vegetation is
present, pampas grass is the predominate species.

The Hilltop is located above the Quarry Face and East Flank and south of Mori Point. The Hilltop
is relative flat and smooth with two mounds protruding approximately 20 feet about the
surface. In contrast with its adjacent landscapes, the surface of the Hilltop has soil and
moderate vegetation cover. Pampas grass and coyote bush are the predominate species.

The Southern Bluff abuts the Pacific Ocean to the south, is steeply sloped, and is comprised of
predominantly exposed and unstable rock slopes. The slopes are sparsely vegetated with
pampas grass. The ridge has moderate vegetation cover comprised predominately of non-
native species including fennel (Foeniculum vulgare) and mustard (Brassica nigra).

Il Project Description

The proposed Reclamation Plan provides for the grading, drainage and restoration of the
Pacifica Quarry pursuant to State requirements for mine reclamation. The plan tiers off the
approved 1996 Reclamation Plan, which also underwent State review.

The proposed reclamation plan will result in the cut of approximately 108,300 cubic yards (CY)
or earth and fill of approximately 107,700 CY of earth. See Pacifica Quarry Reclamation Plan for
additional project information.

1. Methods

Holman and Associates Archaeological Consultants (Holman) preformed a historical and
cultural assessment of the Pacifica Quarry Property in 2002. Because the property has remained
relatively untouched since this assessment, its conclusions remain applicable. The methods
and results of the Holman assessment are discussed below.
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The Holman cultural resources evaluation of the Quarry property began with a search of
relevant records, maps, and archives. The records search was conducted for the Quarry
property as a whole and found that the site had been surveyed for cultural resources numerous
times previously (Desgrandchamp 1978, Flynn1978, Moratto 1974, Buss 1981, Melandry 1980,
1986, Holman 1987, O’Connor and Melandry 1988, Orlins and Schwaderer 1994).

Northwest Information Center (NWIC) records search showed at least nine reports of
archaeological surveys that covered part of the Quarry or immediately adjacent lands. Two of
these detected and recorded prehistoric archaeological sites within the Quarry Property: SMA-
162 and SMA-268 (described in more detail below).

Holman (2002) also completed a records check that examined the National Register of Historic
Places data, the California Register, California Historical Landmarks, California Points of
historical Interest, the California Inventory of Historic Resources, and other historic maps and
archives.

Additionally, Holman completed a “general surface survey” of the project site. Because of the
heavily disturbed nature of the property, the reconnaissance survey focused on attempting to
locate and examine undisturbed native soil. Holman concluded that the quarry itself and the
immediately surrounding area have been obviously and completely altered. As well, the flats
area south of Calera Creek, from the highway’s berm to the Creek, appears to have been entirely
altered. The Calera Creek riparian corridor had been recently relocated from the Eastern Parcel
and restored (at the time of the Holman surveys) and the new creek bed excavated and
reinforced in some areas. The western edge of the property, where the topsoil/subsoil/bedrock
profile was exposed, and some of the east and west facing slopes were the only areas that
contain native soils.

Additional archival research was undertaken using in-house resources and the Archives of the
San Mateo County Historical Association (SMCHA). Historic maps from 1868 to 1959 were
examined. Holman walked wide transects across the Eastern Parcel, the approximate northern
property line walked near the crest of the ridge, contour transects walked on the hillsides, and
the quarry was examined from afar. Prehistoric sites SMA-268 and SMA-162 were relocated.

\TA Results

A. Introduction

Despite a location that would generally support archaeological resources, Holman and the
previous analyses found only two prehistoric sites, both located on the Eastern Parcel and both
likely derivative of other locations. Additionally, although the Rockaway Quarry was an
historically important feature to Pacifica and the region, little cultural evidence of this feature
remains on-site, aside from the quarry pit itself. No sacred sites or other potentially significant
historic resources were identified by the Holman (2002) or other analyses or was evident in the
records of the Native American Heritage Commission, San Mateo County Historical Association,
or Pacifica Historical Society.



B. Prehistoric Sites

As noted above, there are two prehistoric sites recorded within the Quarry property: SMA-162
and SMA-268. As the site is highly disturbed and has undergone numerous surveys in the past,
additional prehistoric resources within the property are not likely.
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Photo 2: View from the top of the Quarry looking northeast; Calera Creek looking upstream is
on the left. The approximate locations of SMA-162 and SMA-268 are in the photo background.
July 2015

1. SMA-162

SMA-162 is located in the man-made fill berm located on the west side of Highway 1 and south
of Reina Del Mar Avenue (Figure 4) on the Eastern Parcel. Moratto (1974) first identified this
site; due to its strange and diverse composition, Moratto determined that the site was not likely
an in situ prehistoric site; that it did not have its original location or composition. In 1978,
Desgrandchamp also located and recorded site SMA-162. Desgrandchamp researched Caltrans
records and determined that items within the site are the “remains of one or more
archaeological site originally located in Sharp Park Area” that had “been transported during
road construction and stockpiled at Reina del Mar as fill material” (Desgrandchamp 1978a).

The project will not effect this prehistoric site as it is located on the Eastern Parcel, outside of
the project boundary.

2, SMA-268

SMA-268, is located north of Calera Creek and west of Highway 1; it was formerly under the
highway and western berm (Figure 4). It likely still extends under the highway berm. The site
was first formally recorded in 1986 during a Caltrans survey, but has been known since at least

5



QUARRY PARCEL

EASTERN PARCEL

1

APPROXIMATE
LOCATION OF
SMA-268

APPROXIMATE
LOCATION OF
SMA-162

by

é,

LEGEND
PROPERTY BOUNDARY
CULTURAL RESOURCE ZONE

B N N . Fect
0 115230 460 690 920

ZENTNEI;%

«na LENTNER

Land Planning and Restoration

95 Linden Street, Ste. 3, Oakland, CA 94607
Phone:510.622.8110  Fax:510.622.8116

FIGURE 4
PRE-HISTORIC
CULTURAL
RESOURCES

REVISIONS:
I

PACIFICA, SAN MATEO COUNTY

PACIFICA QUARRY

SOURCE:
Project Files and Google Earth
FILE: D:\Graphic Designer\My Documents\
* PROJECTS\1000-1100\1023 Pacifica

Quarry\Adobe\RECLAMATION PLAN\Cultural
Res fig 10-23-15

01/27/2016, 11:15 am




1963. In 1963 a shell midden containing obsidian tocls and projectile points, and human
remains was reported removed when Highway 1 was expanded through the area.

In 1986, based on 1963 Caltrans as-built plans and recollections from the 1963 Caltrans project
engineer and an archaeologist who worked in the area, SMA-268 was mapped. The map shows
the site extending under the highway berm and the highway and including “three patches of
midden” south of the creek (Melandry 1086). However, due to the difficulty in mapping the site
boundary, the map is largely uncertain.

In 1993, SMA-268 was rerecorded by Orlins and Schwaderer who describe the site as a
“habitation site: dark brown midden with many shell fragments, mammal bone, fire-affected
rock” (Orlin and Shwaderer 1993). Orlins and Scwaderer conducted extended reconnaissance
with a backhoe in September 1993 and described the site as entirely north of the creek and
partially covered with up to 70 centimeters of fill.

Orlins and Schwaderer recommended that if SMA-268 falls within the water treatment plant
and wetland restoration Area of Potential Effects (APE), that it be evaluated with reference to
the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). Additionally they recommended that the site
be designated as an archaeological preservation zone (Orlin and Shwaderer). The site is within
the APE of the water treatment facility and the wetland restoration area, but no NRHP eligibility
study report was furnished and the site was impacted by the work along the creek.

The reclamation project will not work on the Eastern Parcel that contains SMA-268; accordingly,
the project will not affect this site.

C. Historic

The Quarry was previously known as the Rockaway Quarry. In the 20" century, quarry
operations at the site were a major industry in Pacifica. The Ocean Shore Railroad was
connected to the Quarry in 1907 (Wagner 1974) when a spur was constructed into the property
to facilitate the removal of large amounts of stone for building the railroad and in rebuilding
the earthquake ravaged San Francisco. The Railroad brought prosperity to the quarry and in
turn the quarry was integral to the development of various developments and historic districts
in and around Pacifica (Holman 2002).

The eastern boundary of the property was home to the Ocean Shore Railroad route. However,
the railroad was removed over 80 years ago and no remains of the railroad are visible within
the Quarry property. The visible history of Rockaway Quarry is limited to the partially filled
Quarry Pit, some nondescript concrete blocks, and the filled and graded flat south of the creek.

Although Rockaway Quarry is a significant part of Pacifica and the region’s history, it does not
appear that any significant features of that history remain intact or may be valuable for
interpretative uses (Holman 2002).

The proposed project will not affect the site’s historical significance. The project site has
historically undergone such major alterations that features of historical significance have all
but been eliminated from the site.



V. Conclusion

Holman (2002) assessed the Pacifica Quarry property for archaeological and cultural resources
as part of the environmental review process for a previously proposed development project In
addition; they reviewed and summarized a large number of previous studies of the site. They
determined that the site has been significantly altered. However, two pre-historic sites are
located within the Quarry property on the eastern edge of the Eastern Parcel near Highway 1.
The proposed reclamation work will not affect these resources. Holman also noted that the
property’s previous function as Rockaway Quarry was a significant part of Pacifica’s history but
that there are no remaining significant features of the Rockaway Quarry. In short, the proposed
project will not affect any historical or cultural resources.
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