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Special-status Species Assessment (Appendix F) Updates 

WRA reviewed the Project’s Special-Status Species Assessment (Appendix F).  This review was 
performed by comparing the reported information with data collected during the November 29, 
2018 site visit and data available on public and resource agency databases. 
 
Based on our review, WRA determined that Appendix F correctly identified the listed wildlife 
species that could be reasonably anticipated to be present on the Property and potentially 
impacted by the Project.  Some special-status species of birds and bats, such as Townsend’s bat 
(Corynorhinus townsendii), white-tailed kite (Elanus leucurus), and yellow-breasted chat (Icteria 
virens), could be included in Appendix F based on their regional occurrence and potentially 
suitable habitat on the Property.  These species were not detected within the two-mile scope of 
the database search, which is likely the reason they were not included in Appendix F.  Because 
the avoidance measures prescribed for bat and bird species that were identified as having 
potential to occur on the Property would also apply to these species, no impacts to birds or bats 
not identified in Appendix F, based on their regional occurrence, would be reasonably expected 
to occur as a result of the Project.  For this reason, no changes to the document with respect to 
adding or removing species addressed is required. 
 
Special-status plant species were not discussed in this Appendix; however, they were discussed 
in Appendix B (Vegetation Map and Assessment).  Please refer to this section for edits to 
Appendix B as they relate to special-status plant species. 
 
Updated CNDDB (2018) maps depicting the occurrence of special-status species (both plants 
and wildlife) are included as Figures 8a and 8b in this appendix. 
 
Additional paragraph and measure-specific edits to Appendix F are provided below. 
 

• Page 24, paragraph 5.  The first sentence should be clarified to indicate that the majority 
of California red-legged frog (CRLF; Rana draytonii) records discussed are from Calera 
Creek and from nearby ponds. 

• Page 24, paragraph 6.  This paragraph discusses the Quarry pond.  This paragraph should 
provide more clarity regarding the pond’s capacity to support CRLF. 

• Page 29, measure 9.  Remove measure 9 regarding lights.  It is redundant since 
appropriate work windows are already established. 

• Page 31, measure 17.  This measure is focused on exclusion fence installation.  This 
measure should be eliminated because it is a measure intended to protect San Francisco 
garter snake (SFGS; Thamnophis sirtalis tetrataenia) and CRLF.  Fence details and 
specifications pertaining to these species are provided in the measures listed below. 

Additional measures that are included in the Reclamation Plan protect listed special-status wildlife 
species include: 
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• An approved biologist will perform surveys and monitoring for the Project.  The 
qualifications of any biologist(s) will be submitted to the appropriate agencies for review 
and written approval at least thirty (30) calendar days prior to the start of work.   

• Approved biologists monitoring Project activities will have stop work authority to prevent 
harm to any listed species.   

• Only approved biologists can move listed species.  
• An exclusion fence will be installed to prevent ingress of CRLF and SFGS into the Project 

Area (i.e., where Project activities will occur).  The exclusion fence will be constructed of 
silt fencing or similarly functioning material, such as Ertek, measuring at least 42 inches 
high.  The bottom of the fence will be buried to a depth of 6 inches below grade and the 
soil around the fence compacted so that no holes that would allow passage under it are 
present.  Stakes supporting the fence will be placed inboard of the fence so that no animals 
outside of the fence can use them to climb up it.  Once work on the Property is complete, 
the exclusion fence will be removed. 

• Prior to the installation of the exclusion fence, the approved biologist will survey the Project 
Area to ensure that no CRLF or SFGS are present in the area to be enclosed.  The 
approved biologist will remain onsite during the installation of the exclusion fence. 

• The approved biologist will inspect the fence regularly to ensure that it is free of gaps and 
is otherwise effective to exclude SFGS and CRLF.   

• Within 48 hours prior to initial ground disturbance, a preconstruction survey for CRLF and 
SFGS will be conducted.  The appropriate agencies will be notified within 24 hours if any 
listed species is encountered in or near the Project Area. 

• If any CRLF or SFGS are detected during Project Activities, construction within 150 feet 
of the animal will not commence until the animal has moved out of the active portion of 
the Project Area on its own volition or the animal can be moved to safety by an approved 
biologist.   

• If work is halted due to the presence of a listed species, the appropriate agencies will be 
consulted to determine the best course of action before moving forward. 

• The Agency-approved biologist will conduct an education training for employees working 
on the Project.  Personnel will be required to attend the training that will cover topics such 
as identification, habitat description, and legal protection of the species, as well as project 
specific avoidance and minimization measures. 

• Vegetation will be removed using hand tools in areas where it could conceal listed species.  
Removal of vegetation will be done methodically, with dense vegetation first being cut to 
a level of about 8 inches to allow for the Agency-approved biologist to ensure that no listed 
species are present before ground disturbance can proceed. 

• The approved biologist(s) will survey the Project Area for listed species immediately prior 
to vegetation removal and initial ground disturbance, and will monitor these activities.  
Once vegetation removal and initial ground disturbance is complete, Project Activities 
within the exclusion fence may proceed without the presence of an approved monitor. 
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Figure 2.
Potential Corps
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1 Temporary
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Reclamation Access Scrub-Shrub Wetland 0.020 744

2 Permanent Reclamation Work Seasonal Wetland Pond 0.180 7,823
3 Permanent Reclamation Work Seasonal Wetland 0.003 145
4 Permanent Reclamation Work Seasonal Wetland 0.003 148
5 Permanent Reclamation Work Seasonal Wetland 0.007 313
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Figure 8b.
CNDDB Wildlife Occurrences

within 2-Mile Radius
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Figure 2 has been deleted. See updated Site Plan in update by WRA above.
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SMARA states: “(d) Final reclaimed fill slopes, including permanent piles or dumps of mine waste rock 
and overburden, shall not exceed 2:1 (horizontal:vertical), except when site-specific geologic and 
engineering analysis demonstrate that the proposed final slope will have a minimum slope stability factor 
of safety that is suitable for the proposed end use, and when the proposed final slope can be successfully 
revegetated.” (Article 9). The City standards (9-2.12) simply require compliance with SMARA. 





 

 

 



 





 

 

 

 

 



Figure  6 has been deleted. See updated Mitigation Plan in update by WRA above.









Figure 7 has been deleted. See updated CRLF Occurrences update by WRA above.





Figure 8 has been deleted. See updated CNDD8 Occurrences in update by WRA above.
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