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Out of this process, the FEIR focused on a concept that would add a traffic lane in each direction 
between Fassler Avenue and Reina del Mar Avenue, plus other changes that brought the roadway up to 
“freeway standards”.  This concept represented the largest viable project footprint possible which is 
typical of the environmental assessment process in order to analyze the maximum potential impact.  
Doing so doesn’t necessarily mean that this version of the project would be constructed.  However, an 
image of the cross section that showed the freeway-sized roadway compared to the existing roadway 
was printed in the Pacifica Tribune in late 2013 or early 2014 and has been erroneously assumed by 
some to be the City’s final project choice. 
  
To be clear, the Council did not approve nor accept this concept which assumes construction to 
freeway standards.  In fact, the Council has taken no action to move forward with any project to date. 
 
The Council has tasked me with helping clarify where we are with these efforts and bringing the larger 
community into the conversation—this is where you come in. The process is fairly simple:  the staff and I 
will provide clear information, solicit feedback and then set up community meetings to provide an 
opportunity to talk together about the issues and the ways to address them. 
 
This column begins the Community Conversation; here’s how you can start to get involved: 
 
 Visit the new “Highway 1 Transportation Planning” webpage on the City’s website where we 

will post information relevant to the conversation such as a copy of the 1988 Measure A ballot 
measure information that listed “Highway 1 Improvements: Fassler Avenue to Westport Drive” 
as a project to be funded, copies of the environmental documents that I referenced, and other 
materials and resources that help tell the story of where we have been and where we are now. 
 

 Sign up to receive further information on the City’s activities related to planning for Highway 1 
improvements via a link on the webpage. 

 
Activities this summer will include creating a “frequently asked questions” answer sheet to share project 
and process information, and posting an online questionnaire to help us understand the community’s 
awareness and knowledge of the traffic congestion issue.  All of our actions will help structure the 
community meetings—likely to be held in the late summer or early fall—for success.   
 
The planning activities to improve Highway 1 and address traffic congestion have been underway for 
more than two decades.  Over the next few months, we will be sharing information and inviting 
residents, businesses and other community members to connect with the City around this critical issue.  
Our goal is to collect community input in a variety of ways from a wide range of people that includes all 
sides, and provide it to the Council to inform their future decisions.  I hope you will join us. 
 
 
 


